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Abdul | ah- Engl i sh
OUTCOVE OF MEETI NG ON ENGLI SH | SSUE TO BE REFERRED TO DR M

MELAKA, Aug 20 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said he
will refer to Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad the outcome of today's
di scussi on anpong Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties on the plan for schools
to use English to teach Mathenatics and Sci ence

"I't's not right for me to announce (the outcone) before I neet the
prime mnister,"” said Abdul | ah.

The deputy prinme mnister said he had the opportunity to get the views
of all BN conmponent parties on the matter during the neeting held at his
of fice in Putraj aya.

"I will convey their decisions to Dr Mahathir, as the BN chairman and
prime minister," he told reporters after closing the convention of the
Mal aysi an Forner El ected Representatives Council (Mibarak) here.

Abdul | ah, who is BN deputy chairman, said the | eaders of the conponent
parties woul d al so be neeting Dr Mahathir to discuss the matter at a date
to be fixed by the prine mnister.

Abdul | ah said today's neeting, attended by all the conponent parti es,
was conducted in a cordial atnosphere

Anong t hose present were MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu, Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Lim
Keng Yai k and People's Progressive Party (PPP) president Datuk M Kayveas.

Abdul | ah hoped the foll owup neeting with Dr Mahathir woul d produce
good results.

Asked if today's neeting had postive effects, Abdullah said: "It was
positive in one aspect, but otherw se in another aspect.

"I called for consensus so that nobody will |ater cone out with
conflicting views.

"Actually, all of us understand the statements that have been nmade (on
this matter), there's no dispute. Kheng Yai k nade a statenment, after that
Kayveas nade a statement. We clarified what the statements nmeant," he said.

Abdul | ah was referring to the public disagreenents between the chiefs
of CGerakan and PPP on the plan to use English to teach the two subjects in
school s.

The deputy prine nminister said the i ssue would not be resol ved by
maki ng statenments through the nedia.

In his speech earlier, Abdullah said Dr Mahathir had agreed to consider
all views on the matter before making a final decision

"BN nmenbers know very well that our |eader (Dr Mahathir) is soneone who
likes to hear all views, and nmake a decision that will benefit everyone,"
he sai d.

Abdul | ah said the governnent would step up the teachi ng of both Ml ay
and English at all |evels of schooling.

"Mal ay and English will continue to be subjects that rmust be taken by
all students," he added.
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