18 SEP 2002
Feature: Ti oman
TI OMAN: QUEEN OF THE | SLES OF SQUTH CHI NA SEA

By: Mohd Shukri | shak

PULAU Tl OMAN: Anong the resort islands in the South China Sea, Pul au
Tioman i s the queen of themall, and the authorities want to keep it that
way.
The sceni ¢ enchanting i sland off the Pahang coast recently joined the
ranks of Langkawi and Labuan as duty-free island resorts but the planners
are holding true to their course of making it a top quality touri st
destination with unspoilt natural beauty.

At present, the "tiara" bestowed on Tioman in the formof duty-free
status starting fromlast Sept 1, has yet to sparkl e because t he busi ness
establ i shnents on the island have been given a three-nonth transition
period (fromthat date) to sell off their stocks before going duty-free

The only business to have gone "duty-free" fromSept 1, is the island's
| eadi ng resort hotel, while the private and public sector are planni ng or
bui | di ng thei r busi ness prem ses.

In addition, said a source, the Finance Mnistry is conpiling a list of
duty-free goods to be offered on the island.

| SLE PROM SES SATI SFACTI ON

But if the visitor is yearning for peace and qui et am dst unspoilt
nature, wthout being harassed by the urban din, then Pulau Tioman will be
the place to visit.

You can feast your eyes on the endl ess beauty of the white, fine sandy
beaches, the exciting marine |ife that abounds around the i sland and
breathe in the cool, refreshing and clean air.

Speaking on a recent visit to the island, Deputy Finance M nister Datuk
Chan Kong Choy said the duty-free status was accorded to Tioman to enhance
its tourist industry.

Any devel opnent proj ect however woul d take i nto account the effect on
its environnent, he said.

Pul au Ti oman, covering 13,360 hectares (134 square kilonetres), is 36
nautical mles off Tanjung Genpk, Ronpin, Pahang. | n January this year
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad announced its duty-free
st at us.

To give effect to its newstatus, the rel evant provisions in the | aw
such as the Custons Act, the Servi ce Tax Act, Sal es Tax, Excise Act and the
Free Trade Zone Act were gazetted, Chan said.

Pul au Ti oman i s i nhabited by some 3, 200 people living in vill ages
nestling in the hills and val es of the island such as Kampung Sal ang, Air
Bat ang, Tekek, Genting, Mikut, Lanting, N pah and Juara.

The villagers are directly involved in the tourist industry and work in
the chal ets and hotels or operate the boats that ferry tourists fromthe
mai nl and to the island. Sone of themal so own sea food restaurants.

Visitors can reach Tioman either by flying Berjaya Air or by taking the
ferry or tourist boat fromTanjung Genok Jetty, Ronmpin or Mersing, Johor

MORE FOREI GN VI SI TORS THAN LOCALS

The interesting point about Pulau Tionan is that its unspoilt beauty
appears to be val ued and appreci ated nore by peopl e fromoverseas t han
| ocal s. According to statistics, foreign tourists nmake up nore than 60
percent of the visitors to the island during any one year.

In 1999, a total of 185,000 people visited the island and t he nunber



went up to 200,000 in 2000 and 240, 000 | ast year

General Manager of Ti oman Devel opment Board (TDA) Hashi mTahir said in
a recent interviewthat its devel opnent objective was toturnit into an
international tourist destinationwi th top quality environnent.

"The touri smconcept for Tioman will be based on eco-tourism striking
a bal ance between physi cal devel opnent and preserving the | ocal ecology in
an i ntegrated way apart fromconserving and retaining the exi sting i nage of
the island,” he said.

PRESERVI NG NATURE' S CHARVS

Hashi msai d the i sl and' s devel opnent strategy included preserving and
mai ntai ning the environment for the benefit of tourists.

The devel opnent strategy would al so i nclude restructuring its main
settl enments and i ncreasing its physical and social infrastructure, he said.

Proj ects being i npl emented i ncl uded the RML2 m | |ion Pul au Ti oman
Gar bage Di sposal System Pul au Ti oman Sewer age System(RMLO mi | lion), the
Kanpung Tekek, Sal ang and Genting wat er supply system(RVb nmillion),
upgr adi ng Kanpung Tekek road (RML.5 nmillion), upgrading the jetties at
Tanj ung Genok, Kanpung Tekek and Kanpung Mukut (RVRMB. 4 million)

The TDA was al so drawing up strategies to rehabilitate the beaches and
arrest soil erosion, particularly at Kanmpung Tekek, Kampung Genti ng and
Kamung Juar a

In short, there would be no drastic devel opnent that woul d tarnish the
island's natural beauty, said Hashim -- Bernana
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