16 APR 2002
Sport s- Sukma
SUKMA 2002 MAIN VENUE TO BE HANDED OVER I N JULY

KOTA KI NABALU, April 16 (Bernama) -- The renovated and upgraded Likas
Sports Conpl ex, the main venue for the 9th Mal aysi a Games ( Sukma) hosted by
Sabah this year, is expected to be handed over par excellence to the
governnent by end of July year.

Chi ef M nister Datuk Chong Kah Ki at said today all works on the venue
wer e progressing well ahead of schedul e and there was no reason to believe
that it could not be conpleted by then

"We have no doubt that the main contractor, Demrama Sdn Bhd, can
conpl ete all works by the end of June and the of ficial handi ng over of the
venue can be held on July 28," he told a news conference after | eading
state cabinet mnisters on a site inspection at the sports conpl ex, near
here.

Chong congratul ated the Culture, Youth and Sports M ni ster Datuk Yahya
Hussin and mnistry staff for having done a good so far to ensure there
were no | et ups in preparaing the venue

Several problens relating to construction materials as well as the
scal e of renovations, threatened to del ay works on the conpl ex | ast year
but it had since been sorted out and work went on snmoothly al beit on a
scal ed down budget of RW3 nillion fromthe previous RML13 mllion

Besi des the nmain sports conpl ex which was currently 75 per cent
conpl eted, preparation for 17 other venues in and around the city,

i ncl udi ng one i n Papar, about 50kmfromhere, were al so progressing wel |,
Chong sai d.

Sone 7,000 athl etes and officials fromthe whol e nati on woul d be
conpeting in 27 sports in the biennial ganes from Sept 5-14.

Athl etes fromBrunei as well and the Northern Teritorry, Australia, had
al so been invited to participate in the games which will be opened by Yang
Di pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai and cl osed by Prine M ni ster Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Chong sai d Sabah was determ ned to nake the games a success as "thisis
t he bi ggest national event that conmes our way...we are taking Sukma Sabah
2002 seriously."

He al so expressed confidence that the accommodation facilities in the
state capital woul d be nore than enough to accomrmopdat e t he huge conver gence
of peopleinthe city during the sporting festival
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