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Rai | way- Takeover
TAKE OVER KTMB ADM NI STRATI ON, GOVT TOLD

By: S. Ret nanat han

KUALA LUWMPUR, March 30 (Bernama) -- The Railwaynen's Union of Ml aysia
(RUM has asked the government to take over the admi nistrati on of Keretap
Tanah Mel ayu Bhd (KTMB) and place it under its control.

RUM Pr esi dent Abdul Razak MJd Hassan sai d t he unani nous deci si on was
made by the union's executive council at its nmeeting tw weeks ago.

"The uni on has al so sent a menorandumon the matter to the Prine
Mnister's Ofice on March 20," he told Bernama in an interview.

In the past four years, KTMB was run by Marak Unggul Sdn Bhd, a
consortiumconprising Renong Bhd, DRB H com Bolton Bhd and Jasa Meta Sdn
Bhd.

The government did not renew KTMB's privatisation contract to Marak
Unggul . The contract was term nated on Dec 31, |ast year

Abdul Razak said the union and KTMB enpl oyees were not surprised by the
government's deci si on as Marak Unggul failed to run KTMB profitably since
its takeover frommd-1997 to 2001.

In fact, the governnent continued to bear the financial burden
especi al I y when gi vi ng sal ary adj ust ment and bonus t o enpl oyees, he said.

"Under Marak Unggul's adm nistration, many things that were agai nst the
terns and conditi ons of service happened openly. In fact, there were cases
of enpl oyees bei ng sacked wi t hout solid reasons," he said.

To defend the enpl oyees' rights as provided for in the collective
agreenent, the union had to step in several tines to advise and explain the
situation to the managenent, sai d Abdul Razak, who is al so Mal aysi an Tr ades
Uni on Congress (MTUC) Vice-President.

"Qur worries and frustrations have been eased when t he gover nnent
announced that it was rescinding the consortium s contract,” he said.

In its six-page nenorandumsent to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, the uni on had sai d al t hough privatisation was to ease the
government's financial burden, it would be meaningless if the
admi ni strators could not nanage conpanies efficiently or only certain
parties benefited.

"The practice of only protecting the interests of certain groups does
not reflect thereality of the true objectives of privatisation and the
country's aspirations,” it said.

Abdul Razak sai d KTMB enpl oyees were fortunate that the government
still maintained its golden share, thus enabling it to take over the
conpany.

"W feel that only the governnent can operate KTMB wel | al t hough mi nor
probl enms may crop up but they can be resolved," he said.

RUM has about 5, 000 nmenbers.
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