22 AUG 2002
Sport s- Squash (W nen)
ONENS LEADS TOP PLAYERS FOR MALAYSI AN WOMVEN S OPEN

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 22 (Bernama) -- Wrld nunber two Carol Owens of New
Zeal and |l eads a strong-field of eight top-20 players in the world for the
Mal aysi an Winen' s Open squash chanpi onshi p here next week.

The 31-year-old Omens, who was a regul ar conpetitor in the tournanent
since 1991, has been given top billing in the US$20, 000 (RW®6, 000) event,
which will be held again after a five-year |apse.

Seeded number two for the event, to be held at the National Sports
Council (NSC) Squash Centre in Jalan Duta fromAug 26 to 31, will be the
wor | d nunmber seven Vanessa At ki nson of the Netherl ands.

Two former world junior chanpions Tania Bail ey of England and Rachae
G i nham of Australia have been seeded third and fourth respectively.

However, two-tine world junior chanmpion N col David of Ml aysia has
ski pped the tournanent due to a back injury that she suffered while
conpeting in the recent Manchester Commobnweal t h Ganes.

Onens | ast conpeted here when she defeated Nicol in the final of the
YTL Open two years ago. The 2000 World Open chanpi on al so bagged two ot her
titles at Jalan Duta -- Kuala Lunmpur Open and YTL Open, both in 1999.

In the Mal aysi an OQpen, she was the quarterfinalist in 1991, 1995 and
1997 and lost in the first round in 1992, 1994 and 1996.

Squash Rackets Association of Ml aysia (SRAM acting president Datuk
Mokhzani Mahat hir whil e announcing the title sponsors here today said that
after a busy schedule leading to the 1998 Cormonweal t h Ganes and t he
econom ¢ sl owdown, the association had finally nanaged to stage back the
t our nanent .

"W shoul d thank the sponsors Mil pha I nternational Sdn Bhd which
supports us all this while to organi se big events like the Men's Open and
the recent Asian Chanpi onships,” he told reporters here today.

SRAM had pl anned to hold the Wonmen's Open from Nov 29 to Dec 2 | ast
year but due to financial constraint, they just organised the Men's Qpen.

In the absence of Nicol, Ml aysia' s challenge in the tournament will be
| ed by national nunber two Sharon We, ranked 27th in the world and
47t h-ranked Trici a Chuah.

Sharon, Tricia and two others LimYoke Wah and Delia Arnold will be
taking part in the qualifying round on Monday and Tuesday.

Sharon will face Goria WIllians of Nigeria in the first round of the
qualifying, Tricia takes on Hong Kong's Christina Mak, Yoke Wah pl ays Eman
El Amr of Egypt and Delia has a tough opponent in Maha Zein of Egypt.
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