11/ 09/ 2002

PM No plan to prosecute enployers of illegal aliens

BANG , Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today the Governnent
has no intention of taking action agai nst enpl oyers who had enpl oyed
illegal immgrants in the past.

The Prime Mnister said it was too late to act agai nst the unscrupul ous
enpl oyers now as their illegal foreign workers have returned to their
respective countries.

"We shoul d have taken action when they (illegal inmgrants) were stil
here. W cannot take action now (because) the peopl e have al ready gone,"
he sai d.

He said this in response to questions as to why the Governnent was not

acting agai nst enpl oyers who enployed illegal inmmgrants before the
Governnment's bl anket ammesty and subsequent deportation of illegal
i mm grants.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking after opening the Ml aysia France Institute
here.

Enpl oyers who had enpl oyed illegal inmgrants have conplaine to the
Governnment that they faced shortage of manpower due to the decision to
deport the aliens.

It was understood the Imrigration Departnment had | ost nore than RWA0O
mllion annually fromforeign workers' |evy due to the enpl oynent of
illegal immgrants.

Enpl oyers, especially those in the construction and plantation sectors,
are al so known to prefer illegal inmmgrants as they would not be bound by
any rules or regulations, on top of not having to pay foreign workers |evy
to the Governnent

"Now we have to go on, with the construction in particular, and they
(foreign workers) nust conme through the |Iegal nmeans,” Dr Mhathir said.

Asked if enployers were in any way hol ding the Governnment to ransom as
the authorities seened to have reversed the earlier policy of sectora
di stribution of foreign workers, he said that was not the case.

"No, not reverse ... if they (enployers) want to have foreign workers,
they nmust only enploy the legal ones. So enployers will have to pay," Dr
Mahat hi r expl ai ned, adding that penalising the errant enployers (who had

enployed illegal immigrants in the past) was not conducive in the current
envi ronnent .
"(1f) we penalise them we (are) penalising ourselves ... the

construction industry is not noving," he said, pointing to the heavy
reliance on foreign workers in the building industry.

Mal aysia set July 31 as the last day for illegal immigrants to | eave the
country or face caning and jail.
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