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Mahat hi r- Ret urn
PM RETURNS FROM TRI P TO EURCPE

KUALA LUVMPUR, March 24 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad this norning returned froma nine-day visit to Russia,
Germany and Pol and.

The prime minister, acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah
Mohd Ali, was received by Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi and other dignitaries at the RVAF base i n Subang near here.

Speaking to reporters, Dr Mahathir said the visit had hel ped Mal aysi a
to strengthen diplomatic and trade ties with the three countries.

Dr Mahat hir said he was wel |l received by the | eaders of these
countries, with whomhe exchanged vi ews on i nternational and bil ateral
i ssues.

He said nore Mal aysi an students m ght be sent to study nedicine in
Russi a.

Dr Mahathir said several nultinational giants he visited in Gernmany,
| i ke Mercedes and Si enens, had expressed interest toincrease i nvestments
in Mal aysi a.

The | eaders of Bavaria, the richest state in Germany, and Ger man
Chancel | or Gerhard Schroder were al so keen to enhance ties with Ml aysi a,
he said.

Dr Mahat hir said he noticed that Pol and had busi ness opportunities
whi ch coul d be tapped by Mal aysi an entrepreneurs if "we are hardwor ki ng".

Pol and was a very beautiful country suitable to be visited by
Mal aysi ans, he said.

The prinme minister said his del egation, which included gover nnent
of ficials and busi nessnen, perforned Friday prayers together with Muslins
in Russia and Pol and.

"Their faith in Islamappears to be still strong although they were
under communi st rule for a long time.

"They want cl oser ties with Mal aysi ans, especially religious figures
here," he said.

Asked whet her problems or issues were raised at his dialogue with
busi nessnmen in the three countries, Dr Mahathir said: "Not many."

He said Polish busi nessnmen, for exanple, wanted to know t he situation
in Mal aysi a and how t hey coul d conduct business in the country.
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