10/ 12/ 2002

Pai nter needs help to finish mural on nation's history

WTH little over a nmonth to go, painter Ismail Salimis desperate for help
to finish a mural depicting major events in Malaysia's history.

The 35-nmetre long nmural "Sejarah Malaysia"” is on display at Level 4 of
the Putra World Trade Centre in Kuala Lunpur.

The section he is working on, "2003", covers the period when Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi succeeds Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad as Prine
M ni ster.

Ismail, 50, has also included in his nural the upcom ng neeting of Non-
Aligned Movenent (NAM nenbers here next February as well as the neeting
of menbers of the Organisation of Islamc Conference.

"I want to finish this (rmural) in January before the NAM del egat es
arrive," he said.

He also has to wite a piece in Bahasa Ml aysia and English on the
events in the nural.

"There is just too nuch to do and not enough tine," Ismail said, in
wel com ng hel p from novice painters.

The mural begins with a panel of key events in Ml aya in 1940.

I smail has done panels of major events for every year since then, with
the I ast finished panel being 1999.

He started the nural in 1990 by delving into the country's history, and
staying abreast with the latest news to get new i deas.

"It's not just about painting, | also have to do research.”

He started work on the |ast four panels - "2000", "2001", "2002" and
"2003" - two weeks ago, working past mdnight everyday.

For 2002, he has done a segnent on Dr Mahathir's visit to the Vatican
City to neet Pope John Paul 11

Ismail, from Kuala Lunpur, studied art in the United Ki ngdom and has
worked as an artist all his life.
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