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PAKI STAN- PARTNERSHI P
PAK KUMAI T LOOKI NG FOR JO NT- VENTURE PARTNERS FROM MALAYSI A

By: Gthman Haji Shafie

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 6, (Bernamm) -- Pakistan Kuwait |nvestnment Conpany
(Pvt) Ltd (Pak Kuwait), a joint venture between governnents of Pakistan and
Kuwait, is |ooking for partners anong Mal aysi an busi nessnen to form
joint-ventures with t hem

Pak Kuwait managi ng director, Zai gham Mahnood Ri zvi said that his
company was keen on joint-venture projects in Malaysia as Malaysia is
politically stable and economi cal |y sound.

Ri zvi was speaking to Bernama i n Quagadougou, Burki na Faso recently
during the 27th annual neeting of the Islam c Devel opnment Bank (| DB)
governors where he was anong 200 private observers at the neeting.

He said trade indicators showed that Ml aysia had strong economnic
fundanental s despite the uncertain gl obal econony and the sl owdown in the
US econony largely attributed to the growing US-1raq conflict.

Ri zvi descri bed Mal aysia as a devel oping country to be envied as it has
struck a fine bal ance between religion and devel opnent.

"Certainly, Malaysia is a pride of the MuslimWrld as your country's
devel opnent is at par with other devel oped countries in the world," he
sai d.

He said under the tutelage of the Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, Malaysia with its multi-racial society, was able to stay
afl oat during the 1997 economi c crisis.

"We certainly are very anxious to have partners in doing business with
Mal aysi a, " he sai d.

At the nmonent, he said, the conpany was a diversified concern invol ved
in construction, trading, petroleum shipping and export/inmport anong
ot hers.

Karachi - based Ri zvi said, Pak Kuwait (website: www. pkic.com was
wel | - known in Pakistan and Kuwait, and this should be an advantage to
potential Mal aysian partners to do business in both countries.

"W are also willing to finance any trade fairs or exhibitions
organi sed by any parties in Malaysia to display products from Paki stan and
Kuwait and vice versa. Pakistan has a lot to offer in goods such as
foodstuffs and textiles,” he said.

On Dr Mahathir, Rizvi said the people of Pakistan | ooked up to himfor
his fine | eadership and his great concern for the underdevel oped and
devel opi ng wor | d.

Deputy Fi nance M nister Daruk Dr Shafie Mohd Sal |l eh, who represented
Mal aysi a at the annual neeting, could attest to this as many of the
del egates he net at the neeting had nothing but good words for Dr Mahathir
whomthey regard as a pragmatic and strai ghtforward | eader.

Dr Shafie said the del egates had expressed their keenness to further
devel op busi ness opportunities in Ml aysia.

Kyrgyz Republic first deputy mnister of Finance Emirlan T. Toromnyrzaev
said the Economic Planning Unit in the Prine Mnister's Departnent was
hel ping his country to streamine its admnistration to better serve the
publi c.

"W are very grateful to Malaysia and we hope to have an admi nistration
nmodel | ed al ong the Mal aysian |ine. EPU staffs had visited Kyrgyzstan to
have a first hand | ook at our adm nistration and we have al so visited
Mal aysia to | earn fromyour experience," Toromyrzaev sai d. -- BERNAMA
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