29 JUL 2002
Paki st an- Envoy
PAKI STAN HOPES MALAYSI A W LL CHAMPI ON THE CAUSE OF COVBTECH

KUALA LUMPUR, July 29 (Bernama) -- Pakistan hopes that Ml aysia wll
chanpi on the cause of Constech, a ministerial conmittte of 57 Islamc
countries including Mal aysi a ai med at devel opi ng various fields of science
and technol ogy (S&T) projects in Mislimnations.

Prof Dr Atta-ur-Rahman, special envoy of Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf, said today that Ml aysia was regarded as a | eadi ng, nodern and
fast-devel oping country in the Islamc world.

"Musharaff is hoping that (Prine Mnister Datuk Seri) Dr Mahathir
(Moharmad) will not only woul d chanpion this inportant cause but al so
persuade other Islamc |eaders to join this group for a cormobn reason,"” he
told Bernama in an interview at the Pakistani H gh Conm sion, here.

Prof Atta-ur-Rahman, who is al so Pakistani M nister for Science and
Technol ogy, arrived here yesterday. He handed a letter from Misharraf to Dr
Mahat hir at his office in Putrajaya this afternoon. He is scheduled to
return home tonight.

He said that in the letter, Musharraf, who is chai rman of Constech,
said that it was high time for the Islamc countries to join forces and
pool their human resources and financial resources together towards the
common obj ectives of setting up centres of excellence in different fields
of S&T such as bi o-sci ences, biotechnol ogy and i nfornmati on technol ogy.

Musharraf al so stressed the inportance of establishing a |arge fund
frommenber countries' contributions to finance S&T projects within the
Islamic countries.

Prof Atta-ur-Rahman said the fund, nooted and agreed upon during
Const ech general assenbly in Pakistan |ast February, called for a
contribution of 0.1 per cent of the Gross Donestic Product (CGDP) of each
menber country.

He said the fund could be used to draw out Muslimscientists and
technol ogi sts now working in the United States and Europe to form groups of
top-1level scientists devel oping various S&T projects in Islamc countries.

"To do it individually we don't have the manpower..but through the fund
we will be able to pull the best Muslimscientists to set up and devel op
wor | d-cl ass centres in science and technol ogy such as biotechnology or IT
(information technol ogy,"” he added.

Prof Atta-ur-Rahman said that it was pointed out at the Constech
general assenbly that Islamc countries were | eft behind despite having the
resources because the key driver of the econony of a country was no | onger
nat ural resources.

He said the key driver of the econony of a country had becone
know edge, investnents and human resources, especially in S&T, which allow
countries to invest in devel opi ng new products such as el ectronics,
pharmaceuti cal s, machi nery and bi ot echnol ogy- based products.

Therefore, he said, Muslimcountries should act fast by fusing together
their hurman and financi al resources in devel opi ng S&T

This could be achieved if each of the Constech nenber countries
contributed to the proposed fund, he said, adding that Constech was
preparing a directory listing Muslimscientists fromall over the world.

He said the devel opnent of S&T in Muslimcountries was an integra
aspect to boost the strength of the Muslins in the world because by and
|large, the Islamic countries were technol ogi cally weak.
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