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Syed Hani d- Paki st an
PAKI STAN HAS NO QUALMS ACCEPTI NG M SI A AS MEDI ATOR, SAYS SYED HAM D

PUTRAJAYA, June 12 (Bernamm) -- Paki stan has no probl ens what soever in
accepting Malaysia as a third country to resolve its conflict with India,
Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today.

He, however, said the settlenent to the conflict had not reached the
stage of finding a third country to be a nedi ator.

He said the two countries seenmed to be seeking ways for peace to
resolve the conflict and many other countries were also actively playing
their role to seek a settlenent through negotiations.

"W are nonitoring the current situation. At present, we are supporting
peace efforts through negotiations. The issue of a third country does not
ari se now. Wien the need conmes at an appropriate tine, | will answer your
guestion about it," he told reporters after receiving Naj nmuddi n A. Shei kh,
the special envoy of Pakistani President, at his office.

Earlier, Najnmuddin net Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad
Badawi to hand a letter from Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf which
provi des detail ed explanation on the tensed rel ati ons between the two
nei ghbours from Paki stan's perspective.

Abdul | ah received the letter as Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad is currently on a working visit to Luxenmbourg after his trip to the
Vatican City dan Switzerl and.

Syed Hani d sai d Najmuddi n al so net Singapore and | ndonesi an | eaders for
t he sanme purpose.

He said Mal aysi a val ued Pakistan's initiative to update the countries
with the | atest devel opnments al ong the borders of the two nucl ear powers.

He sai d Pakistan and India were Ml aysia's good friends and as such,
Mal aysi a woul d not want to see the tension between the two nei ghbours
threaten the stability in the Southeast Asian region.

The tensed situation would affect the economic climate in this region,
he added.

Meanwhi | e, responding to a question, Najnuddin said Pakistan had
advocated fromthe start that the Indi a-Pakistan problemneeds a third
country to act as a nmediator to help resolve the situation

"We have absolutely no problemin accepting Mal aysia as the nedi ator.
As Hi s Excellency (Syed Ham d) has pointed out just now, Malaysia enjoys
good relations with India and Paki stan, and we woul d have absol utely no
problemin accepting Malaysia's nediatory role,"” he said.

Naj muddin said the letter to Dr Mahathir contains explanation to the
current crisis in South Asia from Paki stan's perspective.

"I'"ve also tried to explain to the Deputy Prine Mnister the background
of the situation. The tension started on Dec 13 when Paki stan was accused
to be involved in the attack on Indian Parlianent," he said.

He said Pakistan at that time was fully occupied with the key role in
t he canpai gn against terrorismin Afghani stan and the canpaign to curb
extrem smin the country.

He stressed that Paki stan had i medi ately condenmed the attack on the
I ndi an Parlianent and President Musharraf was anmong the first to nmake
public statenment to condenn those invol ved.

"Nevert hel ess, India chose to put a different intepretation and to use
its massive mlitary build-up at the border. About 1.1 million of their
army are now stationed there with about 550 nilitary aircraft.

Reports today indicated that their warships had retreated but their



army and air force are still there.
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