13 JUN 2002
Envoy- Mal aysi a
PAKI STAN READY FOR DI ALOGUE TO RESCLVE | SSUE W TH | NDI A, SAYS ENVOY

By: Ahmad Fuad Yahya

KUALA LUMPUR, June 13 (Bernamm) -- Pakistan is seeking Malaysia's role
in ensuring a continued focus of the international community in South Asia
to help I ndia and Paki stan resol ve the probl emof Kashnmir

Paki stani speci al envoy Naj nuddin A Shai kh said the attention was
needed to avoi d escal ation of conflict in the region.

"I'n the absence of such attention and the absence of sustained efforts
by the international community to help India and Paki stan to resolve the
problem South Asia will continue to fester and nmay wel | becone as what
former US President (Bill) dinton once described, nore specifically the
probl em of Kashmir, as a flash point," he said in an interview wi th Bernama
her e.

Naj nuddi n said he had al so requested Mal aysia to reiterate the cal
made by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad for a de-escal ation
or renoval of the forces fromthe border and for a resunption of the
di al ogue between | ndi a and Paki st an.

The special envoy is here to deliver a letter from Pakistani President
Pervez Musharraf to Dr Mahathir, providing Paki stan's perspective on the
i ssue.

The letter was handed over to Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad Badawi at his office in Putrajaya yesterday as the Prine Mnister is
on a working visit to Luxenbourg.

On the role of a third party in the Kashmr conflict, the retired
di pl omat sai d Paki stan had al ways been in favour of a third party
intervention to help India and Pakistan to resolve the i ssues between t hem
in particular the issue of Jammu and Kashmir.

"W have had an agreement with India signed in 1972, known as the Sinla
Agreenent under which we said that Pakistan and India will neet, discuss
and cone to the final solution of Kashmr.

"Thirty years have | apsed, we have had sone negoti ati ons but none of
t hem have been substantive or fruitful

"So we think that the bilateral part has not proven to be successful,
in fact in our past history, the two agreenents that |ndia and Paki stan
have reached as a result of international nediation or internationa
intervention,” he said.

In view of these circunstances, he said Pakistan believes that the good
officers nmediation and facilitation by an international group or a third
party, which could be the United Nations, another regional organisation or
an i ndi vi dual country.

"Wth regard to Malaysia, it is a friend of both India and Paki stan,
and from Paki stan's perpective, we have no objection to Ml aysia playi ng
the role of a third party and hel ping I ndi a and Paki stan resol ve the
problem " he said.

He agreed with Dr Mahathir's views that there should be a resunption of
t he di al ogue between the two countries and that a third party intervention
shoul d only be needed if the dial ogue proves unproductive bilaterally.

He said the di al ogue between India and Paki stan should arrive at a
sol ution which was in accordance with the wi shes of the Kashnmiri people and
acceptable to them

Naj muddi n al so said that Paki stan woul d not object to the proposed
visit by commonweal th nations in nmeeting | ndian and Paki stani | eaders to
find satisfactory settlenent to the probl embetween the two countri es.
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