31 MAR 2002
Terrori sm Sancti on
PALESTI NE CALLS FOR TOUGH ACTI ON | NCLUDI NG SANCTI ONS AGAI NST | SRAEL

SEPANG, March 31 (Bernama) -- Palestine will try its best to convince
the Muslimnations and the international community to i npose econom ¢
sanctions against Israel, its Foreign Mnister, Farouk Kaddoum, said
t oday.

He said Pal estine would call for solidarity anong Muslimnations inits
efforts to put pressure on Israel to stop the on-going atrocities agai nst
its people.

"Econoni ¢ sanctions against Israel is one of our calls during this
speci al session," he told Bernama on arrival at the KL Internationa
Airport, here, to attend the special session of the Islanic Conference of
Foreign Mnisters on Terrorism

He said Pal estine hoped that the three-day special session, which
starts tonmorrow, woul d adopt certain resolutions with regards to econonic
sanctions agai nst |srael.

"So we hope this conference will adopt certain resolutions in this
regard which m ght comensurate with the drastic situation prevailing...,'
he sai d.

In the | atest devel opnent, Israel has |launched a |large-scale mlitary
operation against the Pal estinians in the occupied territories which
covered the headquarters of the Pal estinian governnent in Ranallah, where
Presi dent Yasser Arafat is holed up.

At | east 1,000 Pal esti nans and about 400 |Israelis have been killed in
the last 18 nonths of uprising which al so uprooted the peace process.

"It's part of our nission here to convey our nmessage to the
Organi sation of Islam c Conference (O C) about stern actions needed agai nst
the Israelis and the plight of the Pal estinans," he said.

Kaddoumni al so wants Muslimcountries to put pressure on the United
States to end the atrocities commtted by Israel on the Pal estinian people.

Asked whet her he would nmeet Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on the sidelines of the three-day special session, Kaddoum said:
"W hope so. W will pass the nessage fromthe Pal esti nan people and
chairman Arafat to him(Dr Mahathir).

"W will also explain about the devel opnents happening in Pal estine."”
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