09/ 10/ 2002

Pal estine wants KL to play lead role for Muslimworld

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - Palestine wants Malaysia to take the lead role in
representing the Muslimworld in the current dispute concerning the status
of Jerusal em and the Pal estinian cause in general, Palestine's Mnister
for Jerusalem Dr Sari Nussei beh said today.

Dr Nussei beh said Kuala Lunpur could play a significant role in the
Pal estini an cause due to its strong position in Asia and the Organisation
of Islam c Conference (OC).

"W believe that Ml aysia has a very inportant position, not only as a
fell ow Muslimnation but nore so because of its prom nence in Asia and the
OC " he told reporters after calling on Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar at his office in Wsma Putra.

"Mal aysia can take a leading role in stating and declaring the Mislim
worl d's position.”

He said Pal estine was pushing for an energency session of the QCto
deliberate on the | atest devel opnents, especially the recent US nove to
recogni se Jerusalemas Israel's capital and the continuous killing of
Pal esti ni ans.

"We have to work together to protect Jerusalemfrom any further
deterioration of its legal status. The OC has a responsibility to nmake
its position known."

He said US President George W Bush's nmove to sign the Bill to recognise
Jerusalem as Israel's capital was a dangerous precedent.

"The fact that President George W Bush signed ...is very dangerous and
there should be strong opposition fromthe OQC on this."

Dr Nusseibeh is in Malaysia for a three-day working visit and is
scheduled to call on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
t onor r ow.

At a separate Press conference after neeting Dr Nussei beh, Syed Hanid
said he was briefed on the | atest devel opments in Jerusal em and the
occupied territories of Gaza Strip and West Bank.

He said the status quo of Jerusal em nust be maintained until a permanent
peace sol uti on was achi eved between Pal estine and Israel.
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