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Pal estinian issue likely to be high on Asem agenda

Zainul Arifin

THE worsening situation in Israeli-occupied Palestinian may push the West
Asi an probl em high on the agenda at the Fourth Asia-Europe Meeting

begi nni ng here today.

Pal estini an | eader Yasser Arafat had nmade a tel ephone call to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad to ask for his help to bring up
the matter at the neeting, which will be attended by | eaders from 25 Asi an
and European countries, a request he nost |ikely would honour

Dr Mahathir has witten letters to several Wstern | eaders on the
matter.

It is understood that Dr Mahathir would al so have raised issues such as
the United States' determ nation to wage war against Iraq, even w thout
Arafat's call.

Arafat is a virtual prisoner in his office in the occupi ed West Bank as
Israeli forces denolish buildings in his compound and dig trenches to
isolate himfromhis supporters. The | atest action by Tel Aviv stemmed
fromtwo new suicide bombings in Israel

Before the recent events in Pal estine, many observers had expected the
political part of the summit to be dom nated by the Iraq issue.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived here for the neeting, said in London yesterday
that the war on terrorismwas war ped.

Too much resources were being enployed to prevent terrorismand yet
little was done to understand and identify the reasons why it flourished.
As a result, the issue of terrorismmght never be settl ed.

He had his first opportunity to raise the Palestinian issue at a |unch
nmeeti ng anong Asi an | eaders soon after he arrived, and in the evening at
an informal working dinner hosted by Danish Prime Mnister Anders Fogh
Rasmussen.

Unli ke nost summits, the biennial Asemis an informal gathering where no
real agenda is set for discussions.

VWile officials may prepare an indicative list of topics that are
assuned to be of comon interest, |eaders are free to raise any issue they
want .

VWile statenents from Asem are non-binding in nature, they carry the
political weight of 25 countries that constitute a third of the world
popul ati on.

Asem groups Austria, Belgium Brunei, China, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, G eece, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Japan, South Korea
Luxenmbour g, Ml aysia, the Netherlands, the Philippines, Portugal
Si ngapore, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, the United Ki ngdom and Vi et nam

Much of the political discussions at Asem 4 are expected to be on
international terrorism especially the realities of post-Sept 11

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, who net the Ml aysi an
nmedi a here upon his arrival on Saturday, said Asem 4 nust send a strong
signal to the international community that while terrorismwas abhored, it
was just as inportant to find its root causes.

"W nust ascertain why people turn to terrorist activities so that we
can provide an accurate diagnosis to conbat terrorismeffectively."

He said the threat of terrorismcut across borders as well as ethnic,
cultural and religious |ines.

He added that the | eaders needed to spell out co-operative efforts to
deal with the probl em successfully.



O her topics to be discussed include the thaw in rel ati ons between Sout h
and North Korea, Asean's co-operation with China, Japan and South Korea or
Asean + 3, and the enlargenent of the European Uni on menbership.
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