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PAPAL NMEETI NG COULD HELP ERASE M SUNDERSTANDI NG ON | SLAM SAYS FADZI L

KOTA BAHARU, May 29 (Bernamm) -- The schedul ed neeting between Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Pope John Paul 11 at the Vatican next nonth
could help to erase the mi sunderstanding on I sl am especially anong
Christians, said PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor today.

He said the Prime Mnister could use the neeting to convey the nmessage
on Islam

However, he said he did not think the neeting would be of any help to
t he Pal estini an probl em

"The Pal estinian problemis the problemof today's Miuslinms," he said,
commenting on the papal neeting scheduled for June 7, two days before Dr
Mahathir's trip to Switzerland and Luxenbourg fromJune 9 to 12.

On criticismby PAS nenbers against the party | eadership for sharing
the sane platformwith Umo | eaders in the recent forumon Pal estine in
Kual a Lunpur, Fadzil said the Pal estinian issue involved all Ml aysians.

Speaking to reporters after opening an international conference on
Pal estine here, he said that on the question of whether PAS woul d share
again the sane platformw th Umo woul d depend on the issue raised.

"The forumwas the initiative of the Ml aysian Mislim Yout hs Myvenent
(Abi n) and Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka. | think they are sincere in the matter
to tell the world that Mal aysians fromdifferent political ideologies and
races want justice for the Pal estinian people," he said.

Fadzil also said PAS is ready to face the general election in spite of
the obstacles faced by the party such as the ban on public ceranmah

However, he said he did not think Dr Mahathir would call for a snap
general election considering that the El ection Comn ssion had yet to
conplete its exercise to reviewthe el ectoral boundary.

He clainmed that PAS is getting stronger with over 1,000 new nenbers
joining the party each nonth.

Commrenting on the statement of Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed
Razak Syed Zain that the Barisan Nasional would win with big majority in
Kedah in the next general election, Fadzil said Syed Razak said that nerely
to appease hinsel f.

He said PAS was only waiting for the right time to "invade" the state
and expose weaknesess of the state government.

Kedah PAS woul d hol d a convention next nonth to assess its strength to
capture Kedah in the next general election, he said.
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