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PARLI AMENTARY TEAM VI SITS M SI A OVER WORKERS | SSUE

JAKARTA, Feb 4 (Bernamm) -- A five-nenber team of |ndonesian
parlianentarians flew to Kuala Lunpur this afternoon to appeal to the
Mal aysi an government to relax its decision to reduce the nunber of
I ndonesi an workers in the country.

The team |ed by a Deputy Speaker of the People's Representatives
Assenbly, Mihai mi n | skandar, conprises Sabam Sirait who is al so head of the
Inter-Parlianmentary Committee, Bachrum Rasir, Happy Bone Zul karnai n and
Posma Lunmban Tobi ng.

Muhai min, who is responsible for parlianentary affairs on the people's
wel fare, told reporters before | eaving for the Mal aysian capital that
during the two-day visit the teamwould hol d di scussion with Ml aysi an
Foreign Mnister Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar.

He was confident that with the cl ose working rel ati onship between the
parlianents of the two nei ghbouring countries, an am cable solution to the
probl em coul d be reached

I ndonesi a had been worried by Malaysia's drastic action in deporting
t housands of its workers as this could put pressure on unenpl oynent at homne
where al nost 40 nmillion people are already w thout jobs.

The nove was pronpted by a series of crimnal incidents involving
| ndonesi an workers, the |atest being the violent riot at a textile factory
hostel in Nilai, Negeri Senbilan, and the fight anmong thensel ves in
Cyberj aya.

I ndonesi a has not only apol ogi sed for the ranpage but al so appealed to
Mal aysia to continue giving Indonesia priority inits recruitment of
forei gn workers.

Di spl ayi ng concern over the issue, President Megawati Sukarnoputri | ast
Friday sent Justice and Human Rights M nister Yusril |hza Mahendra as her
em ssary to discuss matters affecting | ndonesdi an workers.

Yusril, who net briefly with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, was quoted by the |Indonesian dailies as saying that Ml aysia woul d
only deport illegal |Indonesian m grant workers and retain those with work
permts.
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