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Parti Punjabi willing to wait for adm ssion into BN

Patri ck Sennyah; Chow Kum Hor
FORMED in 1986, Parti Punjabi Ml aysia has since gained recognition as
anong the nost hardworki ng and consi stent parties in the country.

Despite several unsuccessful attenpts to becone part of the Barisan
Nasi onal coalition, its deputy president Jaswant Singh Khosa says its
3,000 odd menbers are "100 per cent loyal to the Government and willing to
wait, no matter how |l ong, for adm ssion”

"That has never been and will never be an issue. No matter how many
times our application to join the BNis rejected, we will continue trying.

"It is ny solem belief that nost Punjabis in the country |ove our Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and will forever remain loyal to
the ruling Governnent," he said.

VWhen the party was formed by the | ate Jeswant Singh about 15 years ago,
Jaswant said there were nany negative reactions fromothers, including
fromthose within the community itself.

Undeterred, he said Jeswant continued to work hard to recruit nenbers
and organi se regular activities for the party.

"Today, we have nore than 3,000 nenbers nati onwi de and boast nore than
45 branches, " said Jaswant.

Unfortunately, he said fromthe 100, 000 over Punjabis in the country,
only fewer than 5,000 are registered voters.

"Qur main task nowis to enbark on a nationw de exercise to register as
many Punjabi voters as possible before the next general election

"We nust renmenber that Punjabis are the fourth |largest community in the
country and are very capable of making a difference to the outcone of any
general election,” he said, stressing that the community had al ways been a
silent supporter behind the BN

However, Jaswant expressed hope that the BN | eadership woul d give
serious consideration to their application to join the coalition

"We have contributed so much to the country in so many ways, but until
today, we have no political power at all,"” added Jaswant.

He stressed that the party, if admtted into BN, would not |obby to
contest in the general election or ask for seats in |local councils. The
party only wants the Punjabi conmunity's views to be heard when the
CGovernnment draws up poli cies.

He said there were still numerous problens faced by the comunity,

i ncluding tenple issues which can only be best resolved by a nmenber of its
own conmmuni ty.

"There is no point in us considering joining any other political party.
We Punj abi s have our own custons and traditions which would be difficult
to be understood by another conmunity," he said.

He said PPMis still young and nost of its nmenbers are in their 30s and
have plenty of knowl edge and strength to offer

Jaswant, 65, who was an M C nmenber for 10 years and a vice-president of
t he Tangkak M C division, said he decided to | eave the MC years ago as it
coul d not understand the needs of the Punjabis.

There have been different inter-pretations as to when the Punjabis
arrived in Malaysia but nost historians concur that they were brought in
by the British in the early 1870s.

According to social anthropologist Sarjit Singh GII, the first Punjabis
were recruited by the Sarawak Rajah Sir Janes Brooke from Singapore in
1857 to quell Chinese uprising in his territory.



The Punjabis were then British political prisoners in Mal acca and
Si ngapore. Some historians claimthat the first two Punjabis brought to
Singapore in the |ate 1840s were Ni hal Singh (a.k.a. Bhai Mharaj Singh)
and Kharak Singh.

Jaswant, who is now acting as president for the party follow ng the
death of Jeswant, 83, on Sept 15, said he was confident the party
menbership would increase to nore than 5,000 if PPMwas to be admitted
into the BN. He said many Punjabis were still hesitant to join the PPM as
they felt the party did not have a clear political direction

"However, we feel that despite not being in the BN, our presence is
noticed, especially at by-elections where we send our nenbers to work and
ensure BN s victory," he said.

Jaswant said it should be realised that PPM has al ways been a team
player and is nore than willing to work together for the betternment of the
country.

"It is tine the BN realised how much our conmunity can contribute to the
country. Mre than 30,000 Punjabis here are professionals and their
conbi ned efforts coul d be trenendous.

"It has al ways been Jeswant's hope that the party becone part of the BN
and I will continue the struggle until the day | die or the party is
admitted into the coalition,"” he added.
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