14/ 08/ 2002

Partici pants seek conmmon goal s to advance ummah

SCHOLARS and representatives from Miuslimconmmunities are enthusiastic
about the Mahathir Di al ogue and are hoping to share experiences and
devel op common goal s for the advancenment of the ummah.

Dr Shakeela Z. Hassan, an Associate Professor Eneritus at the University
of Chicago's Departnment of Anesthesia and Critical Care, said she
appreci ated the opportunity to | earn about the problens faced in achieving
Mal aysi a's diversity and unity.

"In Arerica we have achieved a commendabl e anbunt of success, but we are
still trying to do our best,"” she said after briefing sessions at the
Cybervi ew Lodge, Cyberjaya yesterday.

Dr Shakeela is active in pursuing unity for Miuslimcomunities and has
initiated several community progranmes and grassroots fundraising
activities.

"W have gone all over to conmunities of various origins, and people are
realising that we have to work together

"Once you gain selfrespect and you respect your nei ghbour, Mislim or
not, you will get respect in return - this is what they are | earning," she
sai d.

Dr Mohanmmed Hashi m Ludi n, an Afghan affairs activist and anal yst, said
he hoped to learn the secrets of Ml aysia fromthe dial ogue.

"So many ethnic groups and cultures are |living together in harnony and
are genui nely happy.

"W wish to find out how the Mal aysi an nodel started and how to use that
for the devel opment of other Mislimcountries,” he said.

Ludi n had been residing in Belgiumfor many years and had been the
presidential adviser to the Kabul Government between 1977 and 1978, and
consul tant to the Afghan Government from 1969 to 1977.

At the nmoment, he said, Ml aysia was the country that could be used as
an exanple of the devel opnent of a nodern Islanmic state with all of the
tol erance and positive ideologies inherent in the religion

Am nah Beverly Md oud, an Associate Professor in Islamc Studies and
Rel i gi ous Studies in Depaul University, US, said she was learning a | ot
from ot her participants.

"In this dialogue we are going to discuss what is going on in different
pl aces, especially those in the Muslimworld, with respect to what
happened after Sept 11."

Mcd oud, who has also acted as a | egal expert in several crimnal and
di vorce cases in the US, said the event gave her an opportunity to |learn
about issues with which she was unfam|liar

"I needed to | earn sonething about economics and | did not know nuch
about Mal aysi an society.

"W have just been briefed about the country's constitution and
economi cs, " she said.

She said she was al so still thinking about what questions to raise at
t he di al ogue.
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