02 COCT 2002
Cer akan- W t hdr awal
PARTY UNI TY REASON FOR W THDRAWL.S | N GERAKAN ELECTI ONS, SAYS KENG YAl K

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 2 (Bernama) -- Putting the party's interest above
self was the reason for the spate of withdraw s fromthe Gerakan el ections,
to be held on Friday and Saturday, party president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng
Yai k sai d today.

"This (party unity and spirit) is the strength of Gerakan. Positions
are not inportant...we have been avoi ding contest for sone years now but
someti nes contest is unavoi dable,” he said.

He said this when asked to coment on the spate of withdrawals from
el ections for the party's central, Wanita and Youth posts this weekend. The
Wanita and Youth elections will be held on Friday and the el ections for the
party central |eadership on Saturday.

When nomi nations for the central posts were opened two weeks ago, 28
aspirants were vying for the 18 positions in the Gerakan Central Wrking
Conmittee (CWC) but as of yesterday ei ght had wi thdrawn.

"After consultation by our |eaders with the aspirants, sone have opted
to pull out for the sake of party unity....after consultation anong
t hensel ves sone will pull out.

"As far as | know, there are now ei ght withdrawals, |eaving 20
candi dates (18 incunbents and two others) contesting for 18 positions. The
two are individual nenbers who are known only at branch level,"” Limtold
Bernama in an intervi ew yest erday.

However, he said, the state |leaders would talk to the two remaining
candi dates and they too may "just end up withdrawi ng and we could see a no
contest".

He said the spirit shown by aspiring candidates in the Central Wrking
Conmittee by not fighting for positions augured well for the party as it
showed that the menbers had the interest of the party at heart.

"Some people call it the president's nmen, but it is not so. | nust
admt that of the eight withdrawals | spoke to only one,” Limsaid.

He said those who put in their nomnations did so due to
di ssatisfaction with state Gerakan | eaders.

Meanwhi | e, the Mal aysi an Youth Council described the treatnment of Dr
Mahat hir and Abdullah by the U.S. officers as "overzeal ous and absol ute
di srespect for the feelings of the people of this country".

Counci | vice-president Sobri Ahmad said such stringent checks on
Mal aysi an | eaders in the name of security was unacceptabl e.

"These actions give the inpression that the United States is scared of
its own shadows," he said in a statenent.
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