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Khal i | - Engli sh
PAS AND KEADI LAN OUT FOR PCLI Tl CAL GAI NS ON ENGLI SH | SSUE

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 14 (Bernama) -- PAS and Keadilan are trying to gain
political ml|eage by supporting the Chi nese educati on nmovenent's opposition
to the use of English to teach Science and Mathematics in Chinese prinmary
schools, Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said today.

Khal il said the opposition parties wanted to show that they were united
on the issue.

"We know this is inproper political fusion, and they are purposely
fishing in troubled waters," he told reporters after |aunching the
I nformati on Departnent's Quality Day here.

Khalil, who is Umo secretary-general, said this when asked to coment
on newspaper reports yesterday that the two parties had expressed support
for Chinese educati on novenent Dong Jiao Zong's stand on the matter.

The novenent is against the formula to use both English and Mandarin to
teach Sci ence and Mathematics in Chinese primary school s al t hough the nove
has been accepted by the Bari san Nasional (BN) on the recommendation of its
Chi nese- based conponent parti es.

Khal il said Umo had al ways played its role to convince fell ow BN
conmponent parties to accept decisions nmade by the governnent.

"This is the reality; any decision made shoul d get the support of all,"”
he sai d.

Khal il said the conponent parties had given an assurance to defend the
policy on the use of English.
Meanwhi |l e, Khalil said the mnistry planned to translate the book

entitled "Kol eksi Ucapan Perdana Menteri" (Collection of Prine Mnister's
Speeches) into other |anguages |ike Arabic, French, Spanish, Russian and
Chi nese.

"Some books of the Prine Mnister which have been translated into other
| anguages have been wel |l received," he said.

Khalil said many Arab | eaders had asked for these books to be
distributed nore widely so that nore people could read them

Printers there had suggested that the books be printed in Cairo and
Beirut as the two cities were quite conmprehensive distribution centres, he
sai d.

"This can be done with the agreenent of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad and the PMs O fice,” he said.

At the cerenony, Khalil presented the M5 |1SO 9002 certificate to the
I nformation Departnent for its dissem nation of information on governnent
pol i ci es.

Khal il al so | aunched t he Bahasa Mal aysi a and Engli sh versions of
Kol eksi Ucapan Mahat hir 2001, "Madah Perdana" and 2003 cal endar.
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