22 JAN 2002
Mahat hi r - PAS
PAS HAS NO SYMPATHY FOR KEADI LAN LEADERS, SAYS MAHATHI R

BANG , Jan 22 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today
PAS does not have any synpathy for the | eaders of Parti Keadil an Nasi onal
and is nmerely using the party.

"W know that they don't have any synpathy for the | eaders of
Keadilan," said the prinme mnister.

"Previously, when Datuk Seri Anwar (lbrahim was in Ummo, the PAS
people were the first to accuse himof being involved in inmoral
activities.

"But when they saw that they could make use of him they did so," he
told a press conference after opening Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia's
annual career day at its main canpus.

Dr Mahathir was asked to conment on the adm ssion by PAS spiritua
| eader Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat, reported in today' s newspapers, that
PAS di d make use of Keadilan to achieve its political goals.

Ni k Azi z, however, went on to say that Keadilan had al so made use of
PAS and that Barisan Nasi onal conponent parties too often made used of one
anot her to achieve their political objectives.

"Umo uses MCA and M C, and we too are good at using other parties. PAS
uses Keadil an...Keadil an uses PAS. The |slami c concept does not prohibit us
fromjoining forces with others,"” he was reported as saying.

Ni k Azi z was responding to Dr Mahathir's statenment on Sunday that PAS
had been maeki ng use of Keadilan to win seats in elections but there were
signs that Keadilan no | onger had nmuch support and coul d not be nade used
of anynore.

According to Dr Mahathir, it was PAS that had benefited fromthe
setting up of Keadilan by winning nore seats and taking over the
parlianenatry opposition | eader's post fromthe DAP.

Asked today if N k Aziz's admi ssion would serve as another rem nder to
Keadi | an menbers to be aware of the situation, Dr Mahathir said: "Those who
realise it will knowit, but those who do not wish to take note will not
want to knowit."
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