25 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r - Reacti on ( Opposi tion)
PAS HOPES POAER TRANSI TI ON DOESN T AFFECT POLI TI CAL STABI LI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, June 25 (Bernama) -- PAS deputy president Datuk Seri
Abdul Hadi Awang hopes political stability in the country will be
mai ntai ned during the transition of power in the | eadership of Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) and the governnent.

"We hope the transition and change will be in the best manner so that
it wll not affect national politics,"” he said when net by reporters in
Kual a Ter engganu t oday.

Abdul Hadi is now PAS acting president followi ng the death of party
presi dent Datuk Fadzil Noor on Sunday.

I n KOTA BAHARU, Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat
called on the people to be open m nded in accepting Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s decision to resign fromall posts in the party and gover nnent
after the Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC) Sunmit in Cctober 2003.

"W must be open minded, just don't | ook at one person (leader) only,"
he sai d here today.

In MELAKA, DAP secretary-general Kerk KimHock said the long transition
fromDr Mahathir to Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badaw ,
who woul d only take over as Prine Mnister in Cctober next year, raised
specul ati on.

"This is contrary to his (Dr Mahathir's) intention to step down from
his posts imedi ately on Saturday after the Umo General Assenbly...now he
takes a long tine," he said.

Kerk, who is also the nenber of parlianment for Kota Mel aka, said Dr
Mahat hir mi ght have postponed his resignation because of the problens that
Umo woul d face if he stepped down now.

Keadi | an president Dr Wan Azi zah Isnmail congratul ated Abdul | ah for
bei ng named as Dr Mahathir's successor and prayed that the Prinme M nister
woul d spend hi s holidays peacefully before his retirenent.

However, she hoped Abdul | ah woul d take this opportunity to take basic
measures to bring back denocracy in admni strative governance.
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