09/ 03/ 2002

Pas has gone overboard, says PM

JITRA, Fri. - Pas has gone overboard by naking a rude statenment equating
Umo with Jews and communi sts, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d t oday.

He said the Opposition party made the sl anderous statenent to gain
political m|eage w thout caring about whether it could cause a split
anong Musli ns.

"Accusing others (Muslins) of being like Jews is the work of traitors
(to the Malay race and Islam.

"It is just like accusing fellow Muslins of being infidels. But this is
the kind of things we have cone to expect fromsuch traitors who are bent
on creating disunity anong fell ow Muslins,” he said, adding those who nade
such accusations clearly did not follow the true teachings of |slam

He said before Pas was forned, Muslins in the country did not go round
accusi ng or naking sl anderous statenents about each ot her

Dr Mahathir said the Qpposition party then started brandi ng Umo
supporters of being infidels and this was done just for politica
pur poses.

The Prime Mnister said nore people, including Pas supporters, were
becom ng aware of such lies and | eaving the Opposition party.

"In the end, the truth will be accepted ... Pas is a political party
whi ch has becone void of any ideas.

( END)
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