06/ 09/ 2002

Pas man to be charged with defanm ng Dr Mahathir

FORMER Pas Menber of Parlianment Bunyam n Yaacob (picture) will be charged
soon with crimnal defamation over his allegation that Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had wat ched a pornographic video with his
gr andchi | dr en.

In a statenment issued yesterday, the Attorney-Ceneral's Chanbers said
the public prosecutor was satisfied there was sufficient evidence
attributed to Bunyam n which was clearly defamatory of Dr Mahathir's
character.

Bunyanm n, 56, is alleged to have said during a Pas ceramah at the Pusat
Tar bi yah 1sl am ah Kel antan i n Pengkal an Chepa on March 15 that Dr Mbhathir
had wat ched a pornographi c video with his grandchil dren.

Recently, an excerpt fromthe ceramah was shown in a video clip tel ecast
by Radi o Tel evi si on Ml aysi a.

"Instructi ons have been given to police to bring Bunyamin before the
court for himto be charged by the Prosecution D vision of the Attorney-
General 's Chanbers," the statenent said.

The A-G s Chanbers decided to issue the statenent in view of the
seriousness of the allegation by Bunyanmi n and the public interest
gener at ed.

It is believed that Bunyamn will be charged with crininal defamation
under Section 500 of the Penal Code which is punishable with up to two
years' jail, a fine or both, if convicted.
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