30 MAY 2002

Hadi - Syari ah

PAS PREPARED TO HEAR VI EWs ON PROPCSED SYARI AH CRI M NAL ENACTMENT, SAYS
HADI

KOTA BAHARU, May 30 (Bernamm) -- The Terengganu PAS governnent is
prepared to hear views on its proposed Syariah Crimnal Enactnent from al
parties including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, said
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang today.

However, he said di scussions nust be confined to technical matters
only, such as on the question of evidence.

"It was supposed to be tabled this June but we have decided to defer it
to a later date to update it after academi c review on technical matters,"
he told reporters after opening the 43rd PAS Youth del egates' conference at
t he Pusat Tarbiah |slanm ah Kel antan (PUTI K), Pengkal an Chepa here.

Abdul Hadi, who is al so PAS deputy president, was comenting on the
opposition from 12 wonen organi sations to the nove by the Terengganu
governnent to table the bill on Hudud and Q sas (revenge crine restitution)
whi ch they said were grossly unfair to wonen.

He said those who opposed the proposed enactnent | acked the know edge
as they did not attend a senminar to discuss the bill tw weeks ago.

"W invited everyone to attend the sem nar, including nufti,
academ cians, political parties and the Institute of |slam c Understandi ng
Mal aysia (I KIM but none cane,” he said.

He said he also held a neeting with the National Fatwa Council four
days to refine the proposed enact nent.

Abdul Hadi said the people should not worry as the proposed enact nent
woul d serve nore as a deterrent to crimnals while Islamal so encouraged
di sputes to be settled outside the court.

On approval of the federal governnent needed before the proposed
enactment could be enforced, he said the state governnent was positive in
the matter especially after the Prime Mnister declared that Malaysia is an
I slami ¢ country.

Abdul Hadi al so said a nenorandum on soci al contract woul d be issued
soon for non Muslinms in the state.
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