25 JAN 2002
Mahat hi r - Under t aki ng
PAS REGARDS EVERY ACTI ON OF THE GOVT AS POLI TI CALLY MOTI VATED, SAYS PM

MELAKA, Jan 25 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today
that PAS regards every action of the Barisan Nasional (BN) governnent as
being politically notivated.

"For PAS, everything is politics, when it prays, it's politics, when it
fasts, it's also politics...it prays in the mddl e of the field to showits
peopl e.

"That's politics, that's not real prayer because the intention is
wong, it's not valid. Wien we pray we nust have the right intention, for
it (PAS), it's all poltics,"” the prinme mnister told a nedia conference
after launching the 20th World Custons Day cel ebration at the Custons
Acadeny in Bukit Baru, here.

He was asked to conment on the Terranganu PAS governnent's statenent
that the requirement by the federal governnent for civil servants to sign
an undertaki ng on good behaviour is politically notivated.

Ter engganu Econonic, Petroleum Industrial and Human Resources
Conmittee conmittee chairnman Datuk Miustafa Ali was qouted in the press
yesterday as saying that the state governnent woul d not adopt the nove as
the civil servants were al ready governed by the General Orders.

Dr Mahathir said the governnent was happy that all federal governnent
servants supported t he nove

"No one has objected to signing the undertaki ng. Even the workers
uni ons supported and signed the undertaking fromthe begi nning.

"There is no ulterior notive behind the undertaking. By signing it
governnent officers and staff will not be involved in undesirable acts,” he
sai d.

On a proposal by I ndonesian Vice-president |Indonesia Hanzah Haz to neet
himto discuss the i ssue of workers fromthe republic, he said many
| ndonesi an workers came here illegally.

"We don't need any nore (Il ndonesi an workers), we have enough workers,
in fact nore than enough, who conme here through encroachnent. Yesterday
nmore than 99 people canme here | ooking for work,"” he said.

On the possibility of the government carrying out another exercise to
legalise illegal inmgrants, Dr Mahathir said the previous one had not
sol ved t he probl em

He said the governnent woul d conduct a | arge-scal e operation to conbat

the entry of illegal immgrants and those w thout work permts woul d be
deported i n stages.
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