30 MAY 2002
Ham d- Hudud
PAS SHOULD RETHI NK TABLI NG HUDUD LAWS, SAYS RELI 3 QUS ADVI SER TO PM

PENANG, May 30 (Bernama) -- The PAS-1ed Terengganu Governnent has been
asked to reconsider its plan to table the Syariah Crimnal Enactnent on
Hudud and Q sas (revenge crime restitution) said to be inconsistent with
the current justice system

Rel i gi ous Adviser to the Prime Mnister Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hamid O hman
said detailed study taking into account views of |egal experts and the
soci ety nust be done before hudud | aws coul d be enforced.

"Hudud | aws to be introduced by PAS are actually not parallel to the
| egal justice maybe because they are based on books of Islam c theol ogy
produced in the early days," he told reporters after neeting staff of the
I nl and Revenue Departnment here today.

He was asked to comment on press reports that 12 wonen non-gover nnent al
organi sati ons nati onwi de had protested the state governnent's decision to

table the Bill said to contain provisions that oppressed and victim sed
Musl i m wonren.
Section 9 of the proposal Bill stipulates that the burden of proof for

a rape case was on the wonman to produce four nmale witnesses, failing which,
the rape victimw || be whi pped 80 tines.

Dr Abdul Hamid said when the Islanic Law books on hudud | ans were
witten by ulamas, the situation then was not as conplex as at present.

He sai d hudud | aws were not sonething unsuitable but they nust be
st udi ed thoroughly, enphasi sing on aspects of justice based on current
si tuati ons.

"That's why if we want to inplenment hudud | aws, we nust be careful. It
| ooks like Pas is not giving inportance to justice but nore to sentinents
and the party's interests," he said.

Dr Abdul Hanmid also regretted the statenment by Pas President Datuk
Fadzi| Noor that |aws enacted by the Bari san Nasional (BN) governnment in
Kel ant an prevented Ml aysi ans frommarryi ng foreigners.

He said the | aws were nmade to curb pol ygany and to preserve harnony in
Islamc famlies.

Dr Abdul Hamid said syariah | aws enacted by the BN Governnment were
drawn up by syariah and civil |aw experts as well as nenbers of the
community and were consented to by the Malay Rulers in the respective
st at es.

"PAS nove to anend the syariah laws also made it difficult for the
governnent to stream ine the syariah | egal systemnati onwi de whi ch was
agreed to by the Conference of Rulers,"” he said.

On his visit to the Inland Revenue Board, Dr Abdul Hamid said it was
part of a series of information sessions enbarked on by the governnent
followi ng the declaration by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
that Mal aysia was an Islamc state.

He said briefings on the matter for government enpl oyees were inportant
as they fornmed the governnent's adninistrative machi nery and they should
understand what is neant by an Islamc state.

"Malaysia is an Islanic state that does not deny its citizens the
freedomto worship other religions.

"Islamis the pillar of the country's adm nistration as the politica
power is with the Muslins," he added.
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