31/ 12/ 2002

Pas Youth: Retract decision to stop funding religious schools

KUALA LUWPUR, Mon. - Pas Youth wants the Governnent to retract its
decision to stop funding People's Religious School, the Sekol ah Agana
Rakyat (SAR).

Yout h head Mahfuz Omar today said the noverment al so wanted funds for SAR
to be increased to enable the schools to upgrade their infrastructure
devel opnent |ike building conputer |aboratories.

"We also urge all Barisan Nasional |eaders to stop naking negative
statenments about the schools and acknow edge its contribution to the
nation's education sector."

Mahfuz said this after presenting a nenorandumto the Education Mnistry
protesting agai nst the Governnment's nove to stop funding the schools. The
menor andum was recei ved by Education Mnister Tan Sri Misa Mhamad' s
speci al officer, Irnohizam I brahim

Pas Youth al so voiced their objection over the Government's nove to
teach Sci ence and Mathematics in English starting next year

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had on Oct 22 announced
the nove to stop funds for SAR, saying the schools had been m sused to
teach children politics instead of religion

He said the funding would only be resuned after the Government coul d
di stingui sh genuine religious schools frompolitical ones.

Mahfuz said he was di sappoi nted the Educati on M nister was not around to
recei ve the nenorandum personal ly.

On Pas Youth's nove to send letters to the Malay Rulers asking themto
intervene in the Governnent's decision to stop funding the schools, Mhfuz
said they were still awaiting their reply.

"W sent letters to all the Malay Rulers two weeks ago. W hope to get a
reply soon."
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