01/ 09/ 2002

Patrioti sm agl ow as peopl e cel ebrate 45th N-day

MORE PI CTURES ON P4 & 6 KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Mal aysi ans cel ebrated the
country's 45th birthday with the Jalur Genil ang being proudly unfurled
nationwide in a spirit of patriotic fervour and pride.

Shout s of "Merdeka" reverberated in villages, towns and cities, echoing
the rakyat's confidence as Ml aysi a works towards attaining devel oped
nati on status.

Simlar sentinments were evident at stadiunms, squares and fields where
Statel evel celebrations were held, with participants hoisting the national
flag as high as they could and singing the NegaraKu and patriotic songs
like Jalur Genml|ang and Keranamu Mal aysia with fervour and passion.

At Dataran Merdeka here, thrilling drumbeats, vibrant floats and bright
costumes during the parade set feet tapping and snmiles aplenty.

Dressed in the colours of the Jalur Gemilang and ethnic garb,
partici pants marched and danced their way into the hearts of the thousands
that turned up since 7am

The event started with the arrival of Yang di Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamalullail and Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah
Tengku Abdul Rashid in a carriage drawn by four regal | ooking horses.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, Deputy Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, Cabinet mnisters, deputy mnisters and
government officials joined in the celebrations, taking their positions at
the platformto view this year's parade thenmed Tourism

During the national anthem the perfect norning sky had a flash of
colours when five helicopters flew past with flags and rel eased red, blue
and green snoke.

The Rukunegara was then recited, followed by seven passionate cries of
“Merdeka' |ed by seven students fromdifferent races and the recital of a
stirring poementitled Malaysia Bumi Tercinta witten by Gunawan Mahnood,
acconpani ed by the soothing sounds of a flute.

Next up was the Sinfoni |Irama Gendang Mal aysi a whi ch showcased 1, 000
students from 21 secondary schools in the Federal Territory and 500
pr of essi onal drunmmers.

The beats were infectious with 1,484 druns fromdifferent races being
pl ayed together, including the rebana ubi, kertuk aum and kel apa, Chinese
drunms, tavil and tablas, Thai druns, kompang, jidor and ketebung.

On a platform students dressed in colours formng the Jalur Gemlang
gaily perforned the Mexican wave to create a flowi ng Mal aysian flag and
also rolled out a giant piece of cloth with the National Day's overall
t hene Keranamu Mal aysia or "For You, Mlaysia" |ogo.

The march-past contingents included uniforned bodies, school children,
corporations, industrial workers and the arned forces and police. The
Touri sm conponent which started the march consisted of those fromthe
hotel, agro-tourism culture, arts and sports industry, the Ml aysian
Associ ation of Tour and Travel Agents and the Ml aysian Tourist CQuides
Counci | .

The floats fromvarious corporations captured the attention, while a
definite crowd pl easer was the seasoned Citrawarna Ml aysia conti ngent
that once again gave an ent husiastic and upbeat performance.

Adding to the excitenment was "action” in the sky with aircraft
perform ng aerobatics.

Simlar State-level celebrations were also held nationw de, with people



flocking to stadiunms and squares to mark the occasion.
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