03 JUN 2002
TerrorismAl at as
PAY HEED TO DR M S DEFI NI TI ON OF TERRORI SM SAYS ALATAS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 3 (Bernama) -- Forner |Indonesian foreign mnister
Ali Alatas said today that the world should pay attention to Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's definition of terrorism

"Dr Mahathir is brave enough to voice out a definition. The
Organi sation of Islanm c Conference (O C) and Asean groupi ng coul d not cone
to a consensus,” he told reporters on the sidelines of the 16th
Asi a- Paci fi ¢ Roundtabl e neeting here.

Al atas, who was foreign mnister for 11 years until 1999, said Dr
Mahat hir had clearly defined terrori smand who was considered a terrorist.

Dr Mahathir's definition of terrorismhad been wel coned by the United
St at es, he added.

He said if the world wanted to get out of the dilenma it faced with
regard to terrorism there should be a clear definition of the nenace.
He said the world could not come to a consensus on the definition
because of differing opinions between devel oped and devel opi ng countri es.
Dr Mahat hir has anpbng others stated that expl oding bonbs in public
pl aces and killing innocent civilians or hol ding people to ransom as
shi el ds nmust be condemmed as acts of terrorismand anyone comitting such
acts for whatever cause nust be regarded as a terrorist.

Al at as was the co-chairperson of the plenary session on "Wiat is
Terrorisn?, W is a Terrorist? and Wiy Terrorisn? at the neeting.
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