09 FEB 2002
Abdul | ah- U ama
PAS H TS QUT AT PM S SPEECH TO CREATE DI SPUTES, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 9 (Bernama) -- The PAS criticismof Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad' s speech at the World Economic Forumin New York | ast week
was nerely ainmed at creating disputes between the ul amas and gover nment and
Umo | eaders, said Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw .

He said the Prinme Mnister had never considered the ul anas as enemi es
or adverseries.

"Ustaz Fadzil Noor (PAS president) had criticised Dr Mahathir saying
that the Prime Mnister had delivered a speech in New York which berated
the ulamas," he told reporters after opening the Course for Umo Orators
organi sed by the Umo Information Bureau at the party's headquarters, here
t oday.

"PAS wants to raise the issue once again. It appears that they have an
intention or objective to create a division or dispute between the ul amas
and Umo and governnent |eaders," said Abdullah who is al so Umo deputy
presi dent.

He was commenting on a report entitled "PAS Hits Qut At PM For Berating
Uamas In Front O Ariel Sharon" in the Harakah, the PAS news bulletin, in
its latest issue dated Feb 16-28.

In the article, Fadzil was quoted as saying Dr Mahathir's speech was
"nost nauseating and had shanmed himand Muslins all over the world when it
was delivered in front of a mgjority of non-Miuslins at the Wrld Econom ¢
Forum "

Abdul | ah said the Prime M nister had frequent discussions with ul amas
at the Prine Mnister's Departnent to seek their views especially in
handl i ng soci al issues and |Islanic education.

"I't's not inviting Umo ul amas but ul anas who are not Unmo menbers to
have sincere di scussions wi thout any political stand or agenda in the
di scussions. It's very helpful..." he said.

Abdul I ah said what the Prime Mnister had stated at the forumwas the
exi stence of political ulams who were prepared to i ssue edicts or nake
their own interpretations to the extent of causing di sputes, confusuion and
quarrels anmong Muslins for political gain

The views expressed did not bring benefits and in general, Dr Mahathir
sai d the existence of such political ulamas was hindering Miuslimcountries
from progressi ng, he said.

"This was what the Prime Mnister said and not branding all ul amas as
bad, except for such groups (of political ulamas) only," he said.

Abdul | ah hoped the rakyat especially the ulama groups could appreciate
Dr Mahathir's views and it was not the Prime Mnister's intention to go
agai nst the ul amas.

"The good ul amas who are truly pious and can contribute to the progress
of the community will always be respected and this has been the attitude of
Umo all this while," he said.

On the 'quarrel' between the Mal aysi an U ama Association (PUM and the
witers of religious articles who were accused by PUMas hum liating | slam
Abdul l ah said it was a serious allegation because |slam encouraged the
exchange of ideas on natters pertaining to Islam the future, problens and
position of Islam

"W nust adopt the attitude that if the views expressed happen to
criticise the ulamas, it should not be construed as humliating |Islamand
humiliating ulamas directly," he said.



Abdul | ah said there were no ul amas who were always right in all matters
that their mstakes could not be pointed out.

He said there should be discussions and di al ogues so that any
di fferences which could jeopardise Muslinms could be resol ved.

The PUMrecently sent a protest to the Council of Rulers as they
claimed a group of witers of religious articles had deviated and their
articles were humliating Islam

Sisters in Islamexecutive director Zainah Anwar, Kassi m Ahmad, Akbar
Al'i and Farish A Noor were anong the witers included in the protest.
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