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PBS READM TTED AS BN COVMPONENT PARTY

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 23 (Bernamm) -- Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) was today
readm tted as a conponent party of the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN)
coalition.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said that the PBS, which
left the BNin 1990, was readnitted without any condition.

The PBS al so did not set any condition to rejoin the BN, he told a
medi a conference after chairing the BN s Supreme Council mneeting at the
Putra World Trade Centre (PWC) here.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, said that the PBS shoul d abide by the
rul es and regul ations of the BN and should not feel that its re-entry nust
be reci procated by certain gestures.

"However, the BN has the right to nake what ever decisions for the PBS
and its nenbers," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that the neeting rejected the applications of
three other parties to join the BN. The parties are the Indian Progressive
Front (IPF), Parti Punjabi and the Kongress India Mislim Ml aysia (KI MVA).

The PBS' application to rejoin the BN was personally subnitted by its
president, Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan, to Dr Mahathir on Nov 15, |ast
year.

Asked whet her today's decision would | ead to the scrapping of the
rotation systemof the chief mnister's post in Sabah, he said the matter
was not discussed at all

Queried on how sure the BN was that the PBS woul d not |eave the ruling
coalition again, Dr Mahathir said: "I don't have a crystal ball which can
foretell things. Sonetimes things happen...we don't know. "

Asked whet her he expected probl ens woul d energe later during the
general election in terns of seat allocation, he said: "I don't expect
anything...BN gets the support of the majority."

To a question on whether he was of the opinion that several parties
representing the Kadazandusun peopl e should nerge, Dr Mahathir said it was
up to themto nmake the deci sion

Asked on the application by the IPF to rejoin the BN, he said that the
M C had again stated its readiness to admt the IPF into the MC

"But we were unable to reach a consensus on |IPF s nmenbership as a BN
component party," he said.

At the sane tine, he said, the neeting felt that a way nmust be found to
enable the IPF to take part in the BN but not as a conponent party.

Dr Mahathir said that he al so provided an expl anati on on the concept of
an Islamc state and all the BN conponent parties agreed that there was no
probl emover the nmatter.

Commenting on extrem sm he said that action woul d be taken agai nst
anyone irrespective of race involved in such activities.

"Extremismis not restricted to only one race. Al the races, if they
were to be involved in extrem st activities and attenpts to incite racial
sentiments, action will be taken against them" he said.

Dr Mahathir said that this was proof that there is no prejudice over
the matter.

On whet her the Indonesian governnent had issued a formal apology to
Mal aysi a foll owi ng serious problens created by workers fromthe republic
here, he said no such apol ogy had been received as far as he was concerned.

"(Foreign Mnister) Datuk (Seri) Syed Ham d (Al bar) has not told ne



anything. So | presune we haven't received it," he added.
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