29 JUN 2002

PBS RESPECTS DR MAHATHI R S W SHES, BACKS ABDULLAH

KOTA Kl NABALU, June 29 (Bernama) -- The Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS)
Supreme Council has passed a notion accepting Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s decision to resign fromall posts in Umo, Barisan Nasional (BN
and the governnent after October next year.

PBS president Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan said PBS al so accepts and
respects Dr Mahathir's wi shes to appoint Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi
as the next Umo President, BN Chairman and the Prine M nister when Dr
Mahat hi r resigns.

"The PBS Suprene Council nenbers pledge to continue to trust and give
their solid support to the new BN | eadershi p under Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi , when the tine cones for himto take over as Chairnman of BN
and as Prinme Mnister," he said in a statenment today.

At the sane tine the party al so expresses its appreciation and
gratitude to Dr Mahathir for his | eadership, contributions and services be
it in his personal capacity or as Prinme Mnister and BN Chairman.

PBS describes Dr Mahathir as a | eader who effectively established
political stability, prosperity and well being of society as well as a
peaceful and harnoni ous environnment for people of all races in the country.

"Wt are grateful to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and adnit that he is
an exceptional political |eader and statesman with the vision, calibre,
personality and bol dness to voice his opinions to uphold Ml aysia's good
nane internationally,"” said Pairin.
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