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KENI NGAU, Sept 22 (Bernama) -- The 2003 Budget tabled by Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on Friday has continued to receive high praise from Sabah,
with Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) today describing it as historic as it is the
first ever national budget w thout any tax neasures.

Speaki ng when openi ng the annual general neeting of the PBS Bi ngkor
Di vi si on, deputy president Datuk Dr Maxi nus Ongkili said the 2003 Budget
was nost generous and totally painless.

"The 2003 Budget was historic because while it gave an inventory of
i ncone and i ncone sources as required of any budget, it did not introduce
any new tax neasures or increase existing tariffs which would have burdened
consuners or taxpayers.

"On the contrary, the Budget sinply reinforced and refined existing
revenue-rai sing strategi es and di shed out devel opment goodies for al
sections of the population

"The Budget proposals and estinmates clearly reflect that the economc
fundanental s of the nation are in good state and that devel opnent needs can
be net by existing revenue sources w thout introducing burdensone tax
measures, " he said.

"There is no previous budget on record that is conpletely painless to
tax payers and consuners. O course, the Mnister of Finance stressed that
enforcenment nmeasures will be strengthened to ensure that taxes due for the
year are collected," said Dr Ongkili, the MP for Bandau.

He said all Mal aysi ans shoul d support such nmeasures by paying their
taxes to ensure that governnment has sufficient revenue to finance its
devel oprent programes.

Dr Ongkili also welconed the increased allocation for rural
devel opnent, especially for Sabah and Sar awak.

"For Sabah the ampunt allocated for rural water supply and rura
el ectrification has been increased to RMB8 million and RMBO nmillion
respectively, which is al nost 30 percent higher than the 2002 all ocation,"
he sai d.

This augurs well for the state as there is a need to further upgrade
the standard of living of the rural popul ation.
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