24 DEC 2002

PERLI S | DENTI FI ES VI LLAGES FOR MCDERNI SATI ON

KANGAR, Dec 24 (Bernama) -- Perlis has at |east 300 traditiona
vill ages that can be devel oped jointly to becone nodern villages as pl anned
by the governnent.

State Exco for Land, Forestry and Rural Devel opnent Mohamed Hadz
Nordin said small traditional vill ages woul d be nerged under one managenent
so that nore residents woul d benefit fromthe devel opnent of nodern
vil | ages.

He was conmenting on the announcenent by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad on government plans to devel op villages in the country to
become nodern settl enments.

At the Aidilfitri Open House in Jitra, Kedah on Saturday, Dr Mahathir
had said that the nodern villages woul d be equi pped with various facilities

including small industriestolift up the standard of |iving of rural
dwel | ers.
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