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MOSCOW March 14 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia has identified education,
culture and tourismas anong the new areas of cooperation with Russia.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the two countries
shoul d keep their relationship broad-based and nmultifaceted for their
mut ual advant age.

Speaking at a lunch hosted by Russian President Mladimr Putin here
today, Dr Mahathir hailed the positive trend in trade and economic
cooperation between the two countries but felt that nuch nore needed to be
done.

Bil ateral trade between the two countries stood at US$300 million a
year -- an amount which he said was very small, given the size of the
Russi an mar ket potenti al

Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali,
arrived here last night for a three-day official visit at the start of a
ni ne-day, three-nation tour that will also take himto Germany and Pol and.

This is his second trip to Russia after visiting the Khabarovsk and
Buryatia regions in August 1999. Dr Mahathir was in Mdscow in 1987 for his
first official visit to Russia before the collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991.

"My visit here today is to reaffirm Ml aysia's comritnent to this
spirit of friendship and cooperation," he said at the lunch after his tal ks
with Putin and their delegation neeting at the G and Krem i n Pal ace.

He said Mal aysia was following with interest Russia' s achi evenent in
sci ence and technol ogy, heavy engi neering and scientific research and
devel opnent .

There was trenmendous potential for cooperation in the fields of
i nformati on and communi cati on technol ogy, aerospace industry, trade and
i nvest nent, he said.

"Wth Ml aysia' s experience in the market econony and established
infrastructure in the conmercial and industrial sector and Russia's wealth
of scientific and technol ogical resources, | believe there is scope for
creating smart partnerships,” he said, highlighting the "win-w n" aspect of
t he concept.

He said the private sectors of both countries nust be encouraged to
expl ore a whol e new range of products and establish |inkages. It would be
nmutual |y beneficial if Ml aysian and Russian exporters and inporters
expl ored ways to engage in direct trading rather than buying and selling
their products through third countries.

"Qur private sectors should | ook beyond their borders to the
econom cal ly dynam c and vi brant regi on of East Asia and Central Asia," he
sai d.

Mal aysi a had envi saged plans to extend its econonic reach to the East
and Central Asian region through railway connections with China, he said.

Thi s woul d pave the way for greater inter-changeability of goods and
t echnol ogy anong countries in the region with Russia being an integral part
of it.

"The prospects appear to be even better with the eventual creation of
an eastern corridor that will |ink Southeast Asia and East Asia.

"The ensuing economic growth will in turn bring about a nore stable and
peaceful international security environment in the region," he said.

Dr Mahathir started the official programme today with a visit to the



Russi an Federal Service for Hydrometeorol ogy and Environnental Monitoring
Service (Rosgidronet) and proceeded to the Tonb of the Unknown Sol dier for
a wreat h-1ayi ng cerenony.

This was followed by talks with Putin and a bilateral neeting between
the two sides.

The Mal aysi an del egati on i ncluded Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar, International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah
Aziz, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Science, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent M nister Datuk Seri Law H eng Ding, Health M nister Datuk Chua
Jui Meng and Bank Negara Governor Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz.

Dr Siti Hasmah and Madam Putina joi ned the lunch that foll owed. After
the lunch, Dr Mahathir will address a Ml aysi an- Russi an busi ness forum on
the subject of globalisation towards a fair and prosperous world and | ater
nmeet Mal aysi an students over dinner tonight.

- - BERNAMA

AZ7 7S JK



	WIDE SCOPE FOR MALAYSIA-RUSSIA SMART PARTNERSHIP, SAYS DR MAHATHIR (Bernama 14/03/2002)

