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PEACE NOT WAR KEY TO RESOLVI NG WATER DI SPUTE

By: Sal bi ah Sai d

SI NGAPORE, Nov 10 (Bernama) -- Peace and not war: This is the message
some concerned Si ngaporeans w sh to convey to both Ml aysia and Si ngapore
governnents over their water dispute that has so far ended in a stal emate.

"I cannot see why we (Singapore) cannot go back to discussions with
Mal aysia in a nore friendly manner. Let us negotiate the price with
Mal aysi a again, except this time we will buy water based on the price they
ask for," said a Singaporean on Channel newsasi a.com s Forum on VWater |ssue.

The surfer, identified as "Dan" proposed that Singapore buy only
quantities which were needed to supplenent its current needs.

"The quantity we buy will depend on the asking price. Wwen the price is
no | onger conpetitive, we will stop buying altogether.

"Meanwhi |l e, we hand over the responsibility of supplying water to Johor
back to the Ml aysian Government. It will give both parties tinme to adjust
to the changes and perhaps bring about a win-win situation. | ask both
governnents to consider ny suggestion," said Dan in his e-mail.

“Initially, the water issue with Ml aysia was discussed in a friendly
manner. Although | totally support our plan to be totally independent of
wat er supplies fromMalaysia in the future, | feel that the manner in which
we i ntroduced our Newater was a threat to Ml aysia," Dan said.

Dan believed the problemwas greater for Malaysia in the next few years
because the supply of such a | arge anobunt of excess water required new
wat er supply systens and new cust oners.

"It will take years to acconplish this even if the new custoners are in
Mal aysi a. For Singapore, we have to be prepared to use water nore carefully
and probably have to be ready to pay nore until nore advanced technol ogy
hel ps us to produce water at a | ower cost,"” added Dan.

Anot her Channel newsasi a. com vi sitor naned Runpelstiltskin said a purely
commerci al transacti on woul d not have taken so long to settle.

"Perhaps it is tine to de-link the water issue fromthe rest of the
political baggage. (Datuk Seri) Dr Mhathir (Mhanmad)'s suggestion to
de-link makes sense as it renoves the political overtones of this issue and
make it a purely comrercial transaction,” he said.

Water, he noted, is an issue that could |l ead to actual war between
Mal aysi a and Si ngapore and nust be handl ed carefully and separately from
the rest of the issues, said Runpelstiltskin

"The Si ngapore Government should not insist on negotiating everything

as a package. Ml aysia does not have to sell water to Singapore at all. She
does not need the noney fromsuch a sal e. Singaporeans should wake up to
this reality. Gowup....fast!", said Runpel stiltskin

Anot her visitor naned LeFire said: "The sale is largely synbolic and to
entrench cross-border friendship and show the world the friendly nature of
t he Mal aysi an Government towards its nei ghbours. Do not underestimate the
resol ve of the Mal aysian Governnent to stop future supplies if the water
i ssue shoul d escal ate into nore bad bl ood.

"They are free to stop future supplies beyond the dates bound by

contract. However, if they choose to stop the current supply... that wll
be equivalent to an act of war. W won't underestimate them It's their
right to stop the supply if they want to. Afterall, the water cane froma

Mal aysi an ri ver.
"But they better nake sure they can stomach the consequences of such a
drastic act, considering the disparity of both countries' mlitary forces



i n question.

"Politics and mlitary will always be entwi ned with each other... I'm
all for peace. But let it be known to themthat both sides nust tread
carefully and watch their p's and q's... not just the Singaporeans."

Anot her surfer identified only as ' Singaporean' said that he
appreciated the fact that Ml aysia had been very kind to Singapore for
selling water at 3 sen for the past years.

"However, bear in mnd that 3 sen was a price agreed then. Wich was
the fair value then therefore it should not be seen as cheap now. If 60 sen
is the agreed price now, what would it be in another 50 years? 60 sen may
be a fair price now but 50 years later due to inflation, we will be seen
cheating theminto a contract again."

The breakdown of all these tal ks, said the Singaporean, were not the
fault of a single party, "both parties are trying to profit as nmuch as they
could fromthe deal ."

"Even though Singapore can be independent of water from Mal aysia, it
will be seen as an act of hostility by the other if that happens. There is
no point in going to war at all. To gain water? Since Singapore can be
self-sufficient of water, why nust it go to war then? "

"On the other hand, since it is Malaysia's decision to allow the water
agreement to lapse, why nmust it go to war with Singapore then? War will not
break out so easily. Since one party does not need another in any resources
then why nust it be a dispute or war?

"Al'l this happens due to a | ack of understanding, sincerity and
goodwi I'I fromboth parties. Hopefully, things will take a better turn in
future," said the Singaporean visitor
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