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Peace, passion and prosperity reign

Habsah Marj uni

ITis the right of every Malaysian to feel nelancholic and nostal gic
whenever Aug 31 cones. Events which led to i ndependence are so inportant
that it is necessary for the people, particularly the young, to renenber
and treasure them Unlike sonme countries, we achi eved ours w thout
spilling bl ood.

It may have happened 45 years ago, yet the consequences of the actions
taken then are still being felt.

For exanple, the decision to choose a suprenme ruler on a rotationa
basis anong the Malay rulers by the first Prime Mnister Tunku Abdu
Rahman and his advi sers has becone a tradition that we should revere and
preserve

That decision was a | ogical one as there are nine Ml ay rulers, thus,
the rotation was a conprom se.

Under the Constitution, the suprene ruler, that is Yang di-Pertuan
Agong, on the advice of the Cabinet, enjoys discretionary powers over the
appoi ntnment of the prine mnister and can withhold his consent to any
request to dissolve Parlianent.

Last Novenber, the people saw an exercise of this unique constitutiona
nmonar chi cal system

The passing of the 11th King, Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah Al -haj
i bni Al mar hum Sul t an H shanuddi n Al am Shah, on Nov 21 paved the way for
t he ascension of Perlis ruler Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin ibni Tuanku Syed
Putra Jamalullail to the throne

Sultan M zan Zai nal Abidin of Terengganu is the deputy king.

The Sandhurst-trai ned Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin, 59, was installed on Apri
25 for a five-year term

He has shown he understands the constitutional scope of his duties well;
as a ruler with a hunble disposition and held in high esteemby the
peopl e, he has endeared hinself to the rakyat.

Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah's denise also resulted in Sel angor
appoi nting a new ruler.

The Regent of Sel angor, Tengku ldris Shah Ibni Al marhum Sul tan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah, was proclainmed the ninth Sultan. He took the
title Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah

On the econonmic front, Malaysia is in good shape.

Recently, Bank Negara Mal aysia governor Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz
announced the country's econony grew by 3.8 per cent in the second quarter
of this year and prospects for the second half of this year remain
favourabl e.

"This growth is determ ned from donmestic sources, mainly strong
consunpti on demand, fiscal stinulus and the export performance of markets
ot her than industrial economes,” she said.

The country no | onger depends on "traditional" export markets and can
now rely upon its donestic consunption to boost the econony. So, even
t hough the United States' econony is expected to post a slower growth in
the second hal f, the country should not be too worried.

At the same time, its industrial base has al so deepened and strengthened
while the rate of domestic savings is still high. Wat the people should
| ook forward to are neasures that will focus on further boosting the
donmestic econony in the upconm ng budget, slated to be presented on Sept
20.



Bank Negara also said inflows of funds for investnent were higher, with
gross inflows of foreign direct investnent amounting to RM3.3 billion
where the bulk of the fund was funneled into the oil and financial
servi ces sectors.

I ndeed, the oil sector has been the backbone of our country's econony
since it was discovered in Terengganu in the early 1970s. Kertih has been
transformed froma fishing village into a 4,000ha concentration of heavy
i ndustry.

Kertih and its surroundi ng area, now known as the Petronas Petrol eum
I ndustry Conpl ex, handl es 360, 000 barrels per day, exporting RVM6.6 billion

of crude and RVM2.5 billion of refined products |ast year

It has also attracted sone RWO billion in investrment, the largest in
the country, in everything fromcrude storage to downstream petrochem ca
pl ant s.

It was in May officially opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohama, nearly 30 years since the national oil conpany Petronas was
f ounded.

It has a presence in 27 countries and appears on course to source half
its earnings from outside Ml aysia by 2005. Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd,

Mal aysia's premer utility company, has al so been expandi ng.

In June, it celebrated the official opening and renam ng of its youngest
hydroel ectric facility, the forner Pergau dam and power station. It is now
known as the Sultan Ismail Petra Power Station, Pergau, after its opening
by Sultan of Kelantan Sultan Ismail Petra on June 15.

The station is located in the northwestern part of Kel antan, about 125km
sout hwest of Kota Baru

I ndeed, Tenaga Nasi onal has come a | ong way since its begi nnings as the
Central Electricity Board of the Federation of Malay States in 1949. Then
al t hough given the mandate to bring electricity to all regions in the
country, the CEB did so with limted resources.

Pergau was Tenaga Nasional's first hydroelectric project since its
corporatisation in 1990; the rest were built and conm ssioned when it was
still a governnental departnent.

The project was awarded to a consortium of l[ocal and British conpanies,
Kerjaya Bal four Beatty Cenentation Sdn Bhd, on Jan 14, 1991 with a
contract price of RML.82 billion that included a price escal ation
provi sion and a provisional sum

The beauty of Pergau, a 600 MegaWatt peaking station, is its ability to
respond quickly to any dip in the frequency of the national grid system
and can, thus, help in maintaining and stabilising the frequency at 50
Hertz at any given tine.

The result? To avert any future national bl ackout.

VWile the people reflect on the achi evenents of these congl onerates that
have contributed to the well being of the country, they should al so count
their blessings that they are living in a prosperous country.

Being patriotic is nore than just flying the Jalur Genmilang fromthe top
of buildings or the rooftops of cars.

Being patriotic is nore than taking part in the National Day parade or
watching its live tel ecast at hone.

Being patriotic is making sure that in whatever role people play, it
shoul d boil down to doing it for the good of the country.

The | ate Tunku Abdul Rahnman once said this prayer: "One thing | ask God
and nen is to nake Mal aysia a haven of peace, where all Ml aysi ans of
what ever race and creed can live together in peace and harnony for the
good of the country.™

Has this prayer been answered?

By the | ook of things, we should answer: "Yes!"



* The witer can be contacted at hmarj uni @stp.com ny
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