15/ 11/ 2002

Pensi oners wel come special RVR0OO paynent

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The special RM200 paynent for CGovernment pensioners
announced yesterday by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad coul d
not have come at a nore appropriate tine.

Mal aysi an Gover nment Pensi oners' Associ ation secretary-general Datuk
Seri Mohaned Khalil Hussein said today that nmenbers were very happy with
the extra cash to celebrate Hari Raya, Christnmas, Chinese New Year and
even Deepavali.

"We are very grateful to the Governnent and appreci ate what we have been
gi ven.

"W hope that special paynents like this could be made simultaneously
wi th bonus paynments to civil servants and perhaps the anount increased in
future,” he said.

Cuepacs president Datuk N. Siva Subramaniam in welcomng the gesture,
said: "It shows that the Governnent is al ways considerate towards
pensi oners.

"It is sonething we should appreciate and understand that this hel ps,
especially during the festive season, to bring cheer to over 450,000
pensi oners. "

He said the Governnent's nove was uni que, addi ng that although the
anount was small, it was a wel come gesture.

Siva said for pensioners receiving |l ess than RV00 a nonth, the anmpunt
did make a difference.

Details of the paynent will be conveyed to governnent pensioners
associ ati ons.

Dr Mahathir had said the paynent was a gift and was not related to any
pensi on revision under the relevant |aw or extra or special paynment given
to serving civil servants.
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