08 JUL 2002
Rai s- Hudud
PEOPLE, THE BEST PARTY TO QUESTI ON PAS' S HUDUD LAW SAYS RAI S

PUTRAJAYA, July 8 (Bernama) -- The people of Terengganu are the best
party to refer the PAS s Hudud law to the court for breaching the
constitution and the real Hudud | aw, said Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatimtoday.

"If it is the federal governnent, it may be viewed as politically
notivated or that the federal governnent is not giving the people the
opportunity to determne it thenselves,” he said after receiving the cal
fromU S. National Security Council Senior Director for Asian Affairs Janes
Moriarty at his office here.

Rai s said the Hudud | aw passed by the Terengganu governnent was not the
real Hudud and Q sas as that understood by Islanmic | aw experts in the
country.

"It is nore of a political systemof the Terengganu PAS," he said.

He sai d the Terengganu PAS governnment had breached the constitution by
i ntroduci ng the Syariah Crimnal Ofences (Hudud and Q sas) |egislation

Rai s said the PAS's Hudud | aw woul d have wide inplication in terns of
adm ni stration and j udi ci al

"In terns of its admnistration, the enforcenent of the | aw woul d cl ash
with the adm nistrative probl ens between one state and anot her, and between
t he Terengganu state and the federal governnent," he said.

"It is regrettable that PAS | egal experts had totally ignored Article
74 and 75 of the Mal aysian Constitution and the Schedul ed cont ai ned
therein, prohibiting the formulation of crininal | aw except by the federa
governnent, " he said.

He said the best advice had been given but was ignored by the
Terengganu st ate gover nment .

In ternms of enforcenent, he said it was not stated whether it would be
the police or other enforcenent agencies which woul d enforce the | aw

"If the systemof adm nistrating the lawis inconplete, howto enforce
it," he said.

He said this would only make a nockery of the |law when it could not be
i mpl enent ed.

On the call by Miriarty, Rais said it was a follow up of matters
contained in the cooperation docunent signed during the visit of Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s to Washi ngton | ast May.

He said Mal aysia and the United States signed an agreenent of
under standi ng to counter problens relating to terrorism

"So we had di scussed anong others the possibility of training and
exchange of information," he said.
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