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KEMAMAN, June 25 (Bernama) -- British Hi gh Conm ssioner, Bruce
Cl eghorn, has described the petrol eumand petrochem cal industry in Kertih
near here as a mark of Mal aysia's achi evenment in high technol ogi cal
devel opnent .

He said his visit to the petrochem cal plants in Kertih was t he best
pl ace for hi mto understand how much Mal aysi a had devel oped i n 20 years.

What is seen in Kertih is an investnent on hi gh technol ogy whi ch has
hel ped to drive Mal aysia forward and achi eve the | evel of growth it has
achi eved over the recent years, hetoldreporters after visiting Ethyl ene
(M Sdn Bhd's and BP Petronas Acetyls Sdn Bhd's plants in Kertih.

In May this year, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohaned, after
| aunchi ng t he Petronas Petrol euml ndustry Conpl ex, said oil exports from
Kertih earned a revenue of RVM6.6 billion |last year whil e exports of refined
petrol eum products anmounted to RVM2. 5 billion.

He had said that sone huge anobunt had been i nvested to expl ore, devel op
and produce oil and gas fromoffshore Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a i ncl udi ng the
desi gni ng, buil ding and operating of the oil, gas and petrochem cal plant
and facilities.

The petrochem cal plants around Kertih generate forei gn exchange to the
tune of half abillionringgit while inport substitution for the products
is close toone billion ringgit.

Last year, petrol eumand petrochem cal exports fromKertih amunted to
RM7.9 billion.

Cl eghorn, who is on a two-day visit to Terengganu, said the visit to
Kertih was i nportant as he coul d wi t ness Petronas' contributionto the
devel oprment of the country and al so the partnership it enjoyed with UK oil
conpany, British Petrol eum(BP).

He said through the partnership, BP had contributed by bringing in
wor | d cl ass technol ogi cal know edge and substantial i nvestnent into
Mal aysi a.

He said the British company had i nvested a substantial amount of RML8
billion in the country between 1990 and 1999.

The BP joint venture plants in Kertih represent an extrenely i nportant
contributionviaammjor British conpany to the devel opnment of Mal aysi a, he
added. -- BERNAMA
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