15 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r - Phi | i ppi nes
PHI LI PPI NES SHOULD APOLOG SE, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUWPUR, Cct 15 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
t oday Mani | a shoul d apol ogi se for junping to conclusion that the girl, who
al | eged being raped at the tenporary detention depot in Sabah, was a
Phi | i ppi ne nati onal

The prinme mnister said the Philippine government should be a "little
bit nore sensitive and alittle bit nore cautious” in nmaking statements
that could lead to the souring of relations between the two countries.

"They coul d have i nforned us i nstead of maki ng a bi g noi se about it,
getting into the papers and all that. If there is a case, report to us
(and) we will investigate," he told a nedia conference after opening the
I nternational Nucl ear Conference 2002 here.

He was asked to coment on a statenment made by Forei gn M nister Datuk
Seri Syed Ham d Al bar on the issue. A press report had qouted police as
confirmng that the girl, whomthe Philippines earlier clained as its
national, was in fact a Ml aysi an.

Asked how the girl had ended up being sent to the Philippines, Dr
Mahat hir sai d she was found anong the illegal immgrants as she was
wander i ng around wi t hout any address.

"But even if there is a rape case, let's find out first whether the
rape is conmtted and all that before junping in conclusion.

"This girl, | understand, is one of those street girls and you don't
know what she has been up to," he said.

Asked whether he is witing to the Philippines over the issue, he said:
"No, | don't wite letters".

The rape al |l egation gai ned Dr Mahathir's attention after President
G oria Arroyo wote to himaski ng t he Mal aysi an governnent to i nvestigate
the all egati on because the underage girl was said to be a Philippine
nat i onal
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