18 NOV 2002
Phi I i ppi nes- Rape
PHI LI PPI NES TO RETURN THE YOUNG RAPE VI CTI M AFTER RAMADAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- The Philippi nes gover nment woul d
return the 13-year-old girl, who all eged she was raped by | ocal security
forces to Malaysia after Hari Raya Aidilfitri, said Bukit Aman Federal
Police Cl D Assi stant Director ACP Takbir Ahrmad Nazir.

He added the Mal aysian girl's return was conveyed by officers fromthe
Phi | i ppi nes Hi gh Conmi ssion during a neeting with Bukit Aman police
officers here today.

"They (the Philippines officers) are now checking all the girl's
identity docunents and there is a possibility she would be returned after
thi s Ramadan nonth," Takbir told reporters at Bukit Aman.

When asked whether the Philippines officers are still dissatisfied with
the girl's nationality, Takbir said they were satisfied after docunents
proving she is a Mal aysian citizen were di sclosed to them

The girl all eged she was raped by Ml aysi an security forces whil e she
was hel d at the Sabah detention centre, following a | arge-scal e operation
by the government to deport illegal migrants fromthe republic.

The girl who was initially believed to be a Filipino, attracted
President d oria Macapagal Arroyo's attention, who asked Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad to i nvestigate the natter.

Dr Mahathir then directed the police to conduct an i nvestigation and
Bukit Aman responded by form ng a special teamheaded by Takbir to
i nvestigate the all egati ons.
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