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Phi | i ppi ne- Lawyer
PHI LI PPI NE EMBASSY TO APPO NT LAWYER FOR 13- YEAR- OLD RAPE VI CTI M

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 8 (Bernama) -- The Philippi ne Enbassy here will
appoi nt a Mal aysi an | awyer to fight for the interest of a 13-year-old
Filipina who was al |l egedly raped at the tenporary detention centre in Sabah
recently.

Phi | i ppi ne Anbassador to Mal aysia Jose Brill antes sai d engagi ng a
|l awyer familiar in sexual abuse cases was a necessary course of action to
protect the legal rights of the victimduring police investigations.

"The nove to appoint a |l awer for the victimis a normal course of
action to safeguard her interest during the ongoing investigations," he
tol d Bernama

He said the Mal aysi an Government's ruling barring foreign | awers from
practising in the country had made it inpossible to hire alawer fromhis
country for the victimexcept if there was an exception

Brillantes said the enbassy had a |ist of prospective Ml aysi an | awyers
and woul d pi ck someone npst suitable to handl e the case.

"Hiring a Mal aysian | awyer will be the best option because they know
better," he said.

Brillantes was responding to a report in Manila Tines today quoting the
republic's Foreign Secretary Bl as Opl e as saying that the Philippine
Enbassy i n Kual a Lunpur woul d appoint a | awyer to represent the girl inthe
ongoi ng i nvesti gati ons.

Opl e also said legal funds for the girl woul d be sourced fromthe Lega
Assi st ance Fund est abl i shed by the M grant Wrkers and Overseas Filipino
Act .

On whether the victimwould return to Sabah or the Ml aysi an police
woul d go to Zanboanga City to record her statenent, Brillantes said the
matt er had not been deci ded yet.

He was i nforned that the special investigation teamheaded by CID
Deputy Director (special investigations) ACP Takbir Ahmad Nazir had | eft
for Sabah to start working on the case.

Asked i f the teamhad applied to go to Zanboanga City, Brillantes said:
"Not not to ny know edge."

Federal CID Director Datuk Salleh Mat Som announced on Friday that a
speci al teamheaded by Takbir had been set up to investigate the all eged
rape.

The teamwas set up following aletter fromPhilippine President doria
Arroyo to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad urging himto
investigate the matter.

Dr Mahat hir had said the Mal aysi an authorities would i nvestigate the
al l egation by the girl and bring the people responsible tojusticeif it
was proven to be true.

On the possibility of videotaping the victinmls statement and passing it
to the Mal aysian police as stated by Ople, Brillantes said that coul d be
the best way in viewof the "fragile state of the girl."

"If that is the best alternative (video tape), by all neans go ahead, "
he said, adding that the matter nust be deliberated further with the
Mal aysi an authorities to ensure the nethod was acceptable to them

Neverthel ess, it would be better if the victimcould go to the scene of
the alleged crine and identify the person, he added.

- - BERNANA

MH AZZ TS






	PHILIPPINE EMBASSY TO APPOINT LAWYER FOR 13-YEAR-OLD RAPE VICTIM (Bernama 08/09/2002)

