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PHI LI PPI NE GOVT SHOULD APOLCA SE TO M SI A OVER RAPE CASE - SYED HAM D

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 14 (Bernamm) -- The Philippi ne Government shoul d
apol ogi se to Malaysia for its rash action over the allegation by a
13-year-old girl that she was raped while being held at a tenporary
detention depot in Sabah, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmi d Al bar said
t oday.

He said the Philippine Governnent should al so |l earn a | esson fromthe
incident not to be carried away by wild all egati ons made by certain
quarters through the nedi a.

"I'f the Philippine Governnent says the girl is their citizen, they are
wrong. The natural thing without us asking is for themto (say) sorry, we
have made a mistake," he told reporters after opening the Consul Generals
and Consul s conference at a hotel here.

Syed Hami d said this when asked to conment on press reports today
quoting police as confirmng that the girl was a Mal aysian citizen and not
a Philippine national as was reported earlier.

Asked whet her Mal aysi a had recei ved a response expressing regret from
t he Phili ppines over the incident, he said, the Philippine Gover nnent
clained the matter was played up by the nmedi a and not by the authorities.

"They say the governnent didn't doit, it's their nedia, they should
have used t he proper channel.

"I f our governnent adopts an approach to listen to allegations by
others without investigating, thisis the effect.

"I hope the Philippine Governnent will be careful before it listens to
wild allegations,” he said.

Syed Hami d said the case was proof of certain groups purposely arousing
anger agai nst Mal aysi a.

"Tone, it is inportant we put a stop to such actions," he said.

The rape allegation gained the attention of Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad when Phili ppi ne President A oria Arroyo wote aletter
to hi maski ng the Mal aysi an Government to i nvestigate the allegation
because the underage girl is said to be a Philippinecitizen.

- - BERNANA

NM AHH TS



	PHILIPPINE GOVT SHOULD APOLOGISE TO M'SIA OVER RAPE CASE - SYED HAMID (Bernama 14/10/2002)

