12 APR 2002
Mahat hi r - MCA
PM TO MEET DR LING LIMAH LEK

KOTA BAHARU, April 12 (Bernama) -- The Prine M nister and Barisan
Nasi onal Chai rrman Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad will nmeet MCA Presi dent
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and Deputy President Datuk Lim Ah Lek in an
effort resolve the problens wi thin the key BN conponent party.

Speaking to reporters here, the Prime Mnister who is visiting
Kel antan, said the neeting would be held at anyti ne now.

The prolonged crisis in the MCA has split the party into two groups,
the so call ed TeamA and TeamB to the chagrin of BN supporters and ot her
BN component parties.

TeamB | eader, Lim said his relationshipwith Dr Ling had broken as a
result of his long standing dispute with the party president.

In the | atest devel opnent, Team B proposes to hold an extraordinary
general neeting on April 21.

Dr Mahathir said the msunderstanding in the MCA woul d not bring any
benefit.

"I think, msunderstandings such as this will not bring any benefit and
| believe they can settle the matter through negotiations," the Prine
M ni ster said.

On his neeting with the | eaders of Kelantan Umo | ed by Datuk Mist apa
Mohamed, Dr Mahahtir said it was a normal neeting.

"It is just to find out howwe can win in Kelantan," he said.

"There are no problens and even if there are, we can settle them It is
aninternal issue.... withinthe famly," he sai d when asked about tal k
that certain Umo Divisions in Kelantan wanted to t oppl e Mist apa.

Asked about press reports that the Amanah | khtiar Mal aysia (AIM
managenment was under ACA (Anti-Corruption Agency) investigation, the Prine
M ni ster said the governnent would wait for the ACA report.

"If there is a case, the ACAis duty bound to take appropriate action,"”
he said.

The ACA began investigating the Al Mmanagenent as it was believed to
have illegally channelled nmillions of ringgit fromthe Sahabat Al MFunds
account for adm nistrative purposes.

The Governnent was reported to have allocated RMBOO nmillionto AIM
under the seventh and ei ghth Mal aysia Plans to hel p poor peopl e.

Soon after arrival here, the Prine Mnister held a two-hour dial ogue
session with sonme 1,500 Federal CGovernnent officers in Kelantan at
Uni versiti Sains Mal aysia (USM branch campus at Kubang Keri an.

He followed this up with an hour-1ong neeting with Kelantan Umo
| eaders al so at the USM branch campus.
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