28 JAN 2002
Kurup-Jeffrey
PM BRI EFED ON DR JEFFREY' S SUSPENSI ON, SAYS KURUP

KOTA KI NABALU, Jan 28 (Bernanm) -- Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah ( PBRS)
president Tan Sri Joseph Kurup said today that he has net Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to informhi mof the party's situation and
t he deci sion to suspend deputy president Datuk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan.

Kurup said that besides Dr Mahathir, who is Barisan Nasi onal (BN)
chai rman, BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhanmad Rahmat had al so been briefed
by himof the matter.

He said that he briefed both Dr Mahathir and Mohanmad when he attended
the BN neeting i n Kual a Lunpur | ast Wednesday to di scuss the application by
Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) to rejoin the BN

" | briefed Barisan Nasional secretary-general Tan Sri Mhamad Rahnat
and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad when | attended the BN
meeting," he told reporters after opening t he seventh PBRS congress here.

Last Friday, Kurup announced the suspension of Dr Jeffrey for allegedly
goi ng agai nst the interest of the party.

When announci ng t he suspensi on, Kurup said that he had exercised the
power conferred on hi mas president under Article 59 (iv) | of the party's
constitution after receiving sufficient proof that warranted the
suspensi on.

According to him Dr Jeffrey all egedly breached party discipline and
infringed the party's constitution at the Tanbunan di vi si onal annual
general neeting held on Aug 25 and 26, | ast year.

The Bi ngkor state assenbl ynan was al so said to have al |l owed noney
politics in the process of conducting the said divisional AGMand al | oned
non- menbers from60 branches to participate and to vote in the neeting.

However, Dr Jeffrey, crying foul over his suspension, said that he
plans to file aninjunctionto stop the party's congress fromproceedi ng.

Asked on Dr Jeffrey's plan, Kurup said it was his right to resolve the
matter through the court.

Asked to confirmthe suspension of three PBRS divisions, Kurup said
that he had cl ear evi dence that 60 branches fromthe Tanbunan di vi si on
consi sts of names of non-nmenbers.

Simlarly for the Pensi angan divi sion, where some of the heads of the
branch were not even nenbers of the party, he said.

However, the Kadanai an division was not suspended but the nunber of
representatives have been restricted, he added.

About 219 party officials from26 divisions registered to attend the
t wo- day congr ess.
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