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PMcalls for small sacrifice (HL)

Hayati Hayatudin

KUALA LUWPUR, Fri. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
rem nded Mal aysians that they will not continue to enjoy peace and harnony
if small issues are exaggerated and government policies intentionally

m si nt er pr et ed.

He al so warned themthat if everything was politicised for small gains,
it would ruin peace and devastate the econony and the renmedy m ght not be
found agai n.

In his National Day nessage which was aired over radio and tel evision
tonight, Dr Mahathir also rem nded Mal aysi ans to be aware of the threat of
a new form of col oni sation

To retain peace and harnony, the Prinme Mnister said, Mlaysians should
offer a small sacrifice in order to sustain the existing racial harnony.

Such a little contribution would not result in the races losing their
identities.

"W will remain Chinese, Tam |, Malay, Kadazan, |ban and others. But
we' Il al so beconme nore Ml aysian, nmaking us different fromthe conmunities
in our countries of origin," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysians should not politicise every governnent
policy and effort by turning it into racial issues as its objectives were
for the betternent of the people.

The CGovernnent, he said, had never victim sed or oppressed any race as
each and every one of them had been given due attention

"Ml aysi ans should | ook at the CGovernnment's track record since
i ndependence in 1957.

"The country is now recogni sed as a successful devel opi ng country
despite the fact that we had to cater to the needs of different religions,
cul tures and | anguages," he said.

Referring specifically to the issue of using English to teach
Mat hemati cs and Sci ence in schools, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent had no
i ntention of sidelining any | anguage of the races.

The Governnment had abol i shed English schools as it believed that
nati onal schools would replace themfor all races.

However, the objective was not achi eved as much nodern know edge coul d
best be acquired in English.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed concern over racial segregation in schools
and universities.

He said deliberate segregation in schools, universities and private
hi gher learning institutions resulted in students isolating thenselves and
not being exposed to the custons and tradition, taboos and cultures of the
ot her races.

The decision to use English when teaching Mathematics and Sci ence, he
sai d, was questioned as sonme quarters clained that it would sideline the
Mal ay, Chi nese and Tam | | anguages.

Dr Mahathir expl ained that the proposal was nerely to enabl e Ml aysi ans
to acquire knowl edge in Science and Mathematics and equi p the various
races to face the increasingly challenging world.

"When Mal aysi ans succeed, Mal aysia succeeds, too. W will benefit froma
country which progresses and devel ops vibrantly.

"This is the Governnent's only intention and nothing el se. There is no
intention to sideline the national, Ml ay, Chinese or Tam | |anguages," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.



Dr Mahathir said in celebrating the 45th National Day, Ml aysians shoul d
refl ect on how | ucky they were.

"Qur success did not fall into our lap, but is the fruit of hard work
and efforts of our forefathers and the country's | eadership.”

Mal aysi ans, he added, have enjoyed being free from col onialismand have
lived in peace and harnony.

"The CGovernment has adm nistered and devel oped the country well and has
solved its own problens, and the world acknow edges our efforts.

"On this National Day, take the tinme to ask ourselves - do we val ue,
cherish and | ove our country's independence and are we willing to
sacrifice for our nation?"

Dr Mahathir said that National Day was actually for Ml aysians to
appreciate the fact that they are fortunate to be free and i ndependent and
capabl e of ruling and devel oping their own country.

"It's true that we're not safe just because we have achi eved
i ndependence. The danger of colonisation still threatens us.

"If we're not careful, if we fail to appreciate our independence, if we
all ow ourselves to be instigated to topple our Governnment, then we may
find ourselves recolonised. "The price of freedomis eternal vigilance,"”
he said.
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