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MUNI CH, March 18 (Bernama) -- Barely hours after arriving in this
Bavarian capital for a three-day official visit to Germany, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad handl ed his first task of wooi ng Ger man busi nessnmen to
seek i nvest ment and econoni ¢ opportunities in Ml aysia.

Speaki ng at the Ml aysi an- Ger man Busi ness Forum here, the Prine
M nister urged themto invest in Ml aysia's information and conmmuni cati on
technol ogy (I CT) industry, saying that Germany can play a pivotal role in
hel pi ng to shape the transformati on of the Mal aysi an econony.

He said that this was based on Gernmany's strength as a world | eader in
I CT and precision engineering as well as its rich | egacy of
i ndustrialisation.

Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir said, was a nation with a vision, high
aspirations and anbition that wanted to be a devel oped country by the year
2020 as envi saged by its Vision 2020.

"W bel i eve we have nuch to | earn fromGernany and we al so believe t hat
Germany has the capability to play a significant role in our econony and in
hel pi ng us out towards nmaki ng our vision areality," he saidin his keynote
address thened "Realising a Vision: The Mal aysi an Way" delivered at the
forumheld at the Hilton Minchen Park hot el

Before arriving here this norning, Dr Mahathir made a private visit to
Stuttgart and Dussel dorf following his trip to Russia on March 14 and 15.
He will head for Pol and next, the final leg of his three-nation tour.

Speaking in front of an audi ence of some 300 peopl e incl udi ng over 200
Ger man busi nessnmen, he said that they could gain alot by investingin
Mal aysia's Mul timedi a Super Corridor (MSC) project, a 750 sq kmsite south
of Kual a Lunpur designated as a hub for the devel opment of mul ti medi a
products and servi ces where everything that I CT i ndustries need coul d be
f ound.

Dr Mahat hir sai d that German technopreneurs coul d | everage on MsC s
flagshi p applications and those hi gh technol ogy Gernman firnms coul d al so
expl ore vast options including form ng consortiunms to devel op new
applications.

The fl agship applications involve the el ectroni c government,
tel emedi ci ne, smart school s, nultipurpose card, research and devel oprment
(R&D) clusters, worl dw de manuf acturing web and borderl ess marketi ng
centres.

He said that they could even | ocate their R& activities in the MSC
use it as a regional or global marketing base and | ocate highly skilled
Ger man know edge workers there to | everage on MSC s facilities in producing
defi ni ng t echnol ogi es and br eakt hroughs for the next generati on.

The MSC now has 646 conpani es, nore than the 500 targeted by the year
2003.

Dr Mahathir said that the Gernans coul d al so hel p Mal aysi a real i se
targets laid down in the Second I ndustrial Masterplan by i nvesting in high
val ue- added manuf acturing i ndustries and technol ogy sectors, and at the
same time facilitate the transfer of technol ogi cal know how.

The Prine M nister said foreign investors had al ways found Mal aysia to
be an attractive place in which to put their noney, with the Ml aysi an
government consi stently maintai ning aninvestnent-friendly and pro-busi ness
envi ronment .

"We are also very stable politically, and have been very consistent.



There wi Il be no sudden changes in Ml aysia," he said, noting that
Mal aysi a' s | ndependence did not result in the kind of nationalismthat
i nsisted on nationalising foreign hol di ngs.

He said, instead, Malaysia invited greater foreign participation and
right fromthe word "go", it accepted the free market systemand
subsequently built up world-class infrastructure as well as a business
envi ronnent conduci ve for growth and profits.

And despite being a nulti-racial and nulti-religious, he said, Mlaysia
had mai nt ai ned raci al and religi ous harnony and avoi ded t he ki nd of
intol erance seen in many multi-racial countries el sewhere.

Dr Mahathir said that the lure of investing in Malaysia given its
excel | ent prospects and potential had seen a remarkabl e US$4. 8 billion
(RML8. 24 billion) worth of foreign investnents being channelledintothe
manuf acturi ng sector in Mal aysi a | ast year, of which Gernany was t he ei ghth
| argest foreign investor in ternms of approved investment.

"The figure bears testinmony to Mal aysia's standi ng as an out st andi ng
i nvestrment hub in the region. This visit | hope will result in nore German
i nvestnent in Ml aysia," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that the total trade between Ml aysi a and Ger many
was val ued at US$4.8 billion (RML8.24 billion) |ast year and in fact,

Ger many was Mal aysi a's | argest European Union tradi ng partner since the
year 2000.

The Prine M nister also shared with his audi ence Mal aysi a's experience
i n handl i ng t he devastating financial and econonic crisis that swept the
region in 1997.

In tackling the problem he said, Mal aysi a took neasures consi dered
madness for a small devel oping country with little clout anong t he econonic
gi ants, and nanaged to ride out the economic turnoil very muchinits
unorthodox and often criticised but effective Mal aysi an way.

He said that as a result of what coul d be consi dered as Ml aysi an
pragmati sm Mal aysi a was now back on track to realise its Vision 2020.

"Today, as we | ook back, we feel our efforts have been vindicated as
Mal aysi a has energed better off than many of its neighbours fromthe
crisis,” he added.

Apart fromattendi ng the business forum Dr Mahathir is scheduled to
meet Mal aysi an students and attend a di nner hosted by M ni ster President of
the State of Bavaria, Dr Ednund Stoi ber.

The Prime M nister is acconpanied on his visit to Germany by his wife,
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali .

The Mal aysi an del egati on i ncl udes Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar, International Trade and I ndustry M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah
Azi z, Energy, Communications and Mul ti medi a M ni ster Dat uk Amar Leo Mbggi e,
Mel aka Chief M nister Datuk Seri Mhamed Ali Rustam Sel angor Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Mhamad Khir Toyo, as well as menbers of the Mal aysi an private
sector.
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